
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

26th January, 2020 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p. 127 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Mary Roberts; Rose Piers; Enid Green; Josef Lawenaki-Maddicott; Marjorie Lewis; 
Joan Edwards; Richard Townsend; Helen Dent; Phoebe Stanton; Joseph Dodard; 

Winifred Phillipps; Jack McAvoy; Frances O’Dea; John Gregory; Norah Torrington; 
Dame Mildred Murray-Sinclair; Dom Martin Brüchlen; Florence Phillips; Evelyn 

Hatch; Joyce Bullard; Phil Nunn; Harold Sampson; Joseph Walter; Ernest Richards; 
Helen Kenny; Charles Lord Clifford; Lillian Trude; Doreen Legg; 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
 Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for 
prayer: call 01364 

72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday  Ss. Timothy & Titus 
Tuesday St. Thomas Aquinas 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. John Bosco 
Saturday Feria 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £66.20 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £232.01 £48.08 

Second £28.54  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £38.65 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £19.74 £38.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £15.50 £43.00 

Added value through gift aid   £42.50 
 

Thursday 30 January:  
Bishop Mark will preside at a Mass at the Church of the Assumption, Abbey 
Road Torquay at 6.30 pm to celebrate the life of Brother Michael Strode, 
the Founder of HCPT, the Lourdes pilgrimage charity.  All welcome. 
Refreshments in the Hall afterwards. 

Prayer in a Secular Age 
Finding the Secret of Prayer in the 
Earliest Teachers. 
 

Talk to include an introduction to and time 
for meditation by Laurence Freeman OSB 
of the World Community for Christian 
Meditation. 
 

Thursday March 12th at 7 p.m. 
St. James’ Church, Exeter 
Suggested donation £5-10 

Mardi Gras! 
Or as they say in Rio: 

Carnaval! 
Tuesday 25th February,7 to 9.30 p.m in the Grange Restaurant 

And you’ve guessed it: this year’s theme is Rio de Janiero 
Tickets for over 18s £8 each, includes: 

Drink on arrival: Batida, or alcohol-free alternative 
Main course: Feijoada; Maqueca Baiana; Vegetarian Caruru; 
Brazilian tapas. 
Accompaniments: Rice and beans; salads 
Dessert: Coconut chocolate truffles; pancakes; fruit salad 
Those aged 18 or under go FREE, but must have a ticket and be 

accompanied by someone over 18. 
Cash bar available; Raffle in aid of CAFOD (please bring a prize) 

Tickets available from Saturday 1st February after Sunday 
Masses or contact Fr. Francis; please buy in advance (to help us 

plan catering) 
 

As Fr. James’ funeral is taking place 
at 12.05 p.m. on Monday there 
will not be a Mass at 9 a.m. in 
the Abbey on that day. 

 

The God Who Speaks 
Year of the Word 2020: 

Scripture is at the centre of everything the 
Church does.  The Word of God shapes 
our prayer and worship life.  To mark this 
year, a talk by Frs. Guy de Gaynsford and 
Robbie Low will be given around the 
diocese.  See below for venues near here.  
The talks will look at, “How the Church 
reads and understands the Bible”, “Why do 
we read the Old Testament: where is 
Christ?” and “How the New Testament 
fufils salvation history”.  Come and see 
how it all fits together and how we become 
more confident Catholics, deepened in 
faith and understanding and better 
witnesses in the world.  
All from 10am to 1pm: Sacred Heart 
Paignton May 9th, St. Peter’s Plymouth 5th 
September, Blessed Sacrament Exeter 
October 10th. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Their convent is surrounded on three sides by the 
Israeli separation wall, but the Comboni Sisters told 
visiting bishops they are trying to build bridges of 
peace rather than walls.  

The convent, which serves as a spiritual retreat and includes the St. Mary Kindergarten, 
was founded in 1966 and has gone through numerous political changes since its 
founding on what was then Jordanian territory. But in 2004, following the outbreak of 
the second Palestinian uprising, the sisters were cut off from half of the population they 
serve by the Israeli barrier, a series of cement slabs, barbed wire fences and security 
roads snaking across part of the West Bank. Two sisters live in a Christian housing 
project just on the other side of the wall to maintain a presence and to serve the few 
Christian families who have remained in the project. 
A small “door” was initially opened in the wall to allow the children of the kindergarten 
to be passed through to the convent, but that was eventually blocked, and parents on 
the other side of the wall needed to take two buses, stand in line at a checkpoint, then 
walk 30 minutes to get to the kindergarten. It became too arduous a journey, and 
parents sought alternative kindergartens for their children. 
The wall and military towers loom above the convent on all three sides, including over 
the kindergarten playground, which has been covered by a fireproof roof because of 
the Molotov cocktails thrown over the wall by Palestinian demonstrators during clashes 
with Israeli soldiers. Previous shelters have caught on fire from the Molotov cocktails, 
said Vacas. “This creates a very difficult situation; soldiers come by here twice a day, 
and any time of the day people jump over the wall to get over to the other side,” said 
Vacas. “But we are missionaries, and missionaries are normally on the border. It is not 
by chance that we are here. We are here to attempt to make ‘holes’ in the wall.” 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

Truths children learn: 1) No matter how hard you try, you can't baptize cats. 2) When your mom is mad at your dad, don't 
let her brush your hair.  3) If your sister hits you, don't hit her back. They always catch the second person. 4) Never ask 
your 3-year old brother to hold a tomato. 5) You can't trust dogs to watch your food. 6) Reading what people write on 
desks can teach you a lot. 7) Don't sneeze when someone is cutting your hair. 8) Puppies still have bad breath even 
after eating a tic tac. 9) School lunches stick to the wall. 10) You can't hide a piece of broccoli in a glass of milk. 11) The 
best place to be when you are sad is on Grandma's lap. 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
 
At St Mary’s we are just beginning to develop our GIFT (Growing in Faith Together) Pupil Chaplains and, this week, seven 
of our children from Fernworthy and Burrator went to Plymouth to meet with other children for training and commissioning 
into their new role. These children have had to write a letter of application to the headteacher and face an interview in 
order to start this new and important job in school (although, I must confess their employment in the role was virtually 
assured .... but don’t tell them that!). The pupil chaplains will be helping to enhance the Catholic life of the school, for 
example, by thinking of innovative ways to develop our assemblies and liturgies to make them more engaging and 
meaningful to the other children. They will also be thinking of ways to use our school chapel more fully in our daily school 
life. Their first job was to write prayers to be read at our Achievement Assemblies each Friday which they did for the first 
time this week. 
Meanwhile, as a staff, we were given the opportunity to revisit and reflect on our Mission and Vision Statement which we 
last reviewed about three years ago. We were very lucky to be led in this by David Wells who helped us to put our thoughts 
into words last time. It was a very useful and fruitful meeting and it is interesting to see how, even in a few short years, our 
focus as a community has shifted away from looking solely at ourselves and our pupils to focussing more on our place in 
the world. New words also came to the fore, for example, “appreciate” and “flourish” which seemed, at least in my opinion, 
to reflect more closely our intentions now where before we were using the words “respect” and “potential”. For me 
personally, I also found it very sad that, the statement which should be at the heart of my daily life at work, had become 
little more than wall paper that I was too busy being busy to notice. Having said that, the chance to discuss it with my 
colleagues, who are also caught up in a relentless cycle of meeting targets and standards, was, not only ultimately uplifting, 
but also a very timely reminder to remember our purpose and the things that really matter in life. Funnily enough, there is 
no mention of targets or deadlines in our Mission or Vision Statement.... 
 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings:    
God has a stake in our marriage 
Today, we see two aspects of God’s plan for our marriage: ‘… 
(I will make) their joy increase’ (Isaiah) and ‘I will make you 
fishers of men’ (Matthew).  God wants us to make our love for 
each other as close to Jesus’ love for us as possible, that all 
whose lives we touch might experience how much God loves 
them. 

Plymouth Diocese Catechetical Summer Camps 2020   
To be held at Grangehurst, Buckfast Abbey.  
This year’s theme: "The God who speaks" - celebrating the 
Year of the Word. 
Camp details and application forms can be obtained from 
your parish priest or on-line from the camp website : 
www.pdsummercamps.org.uk    Prompt applications are 
advisable. 

Senior Camp (Yr. 7-10) 26th – 31st July 
St. Petroc’s Camp (Yr. 11-13) 26th – 31st July 
Junior Camp (Yr. 3-6) 2nd – 7th August 

 

Caritas Plymouth  
Modern Slavery and Trafficking Saturday 7 March 2020. 
Led by Bishop Mark O’Toole and include speakers from 
Border Force, the Medaille Trust and Apostleship of the Sea. 
 

10.30 a.m. – 3.15 p.m. 
St Boniface College, Plymouth. It is free and includes a buffet 
lunch.   Booking essential: caritas@prcdtr.org.uk  

 

Catholic South West for 
February is now available free 
in each of the churches in the 
parish. 

 


