
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

2nd February, 2020 Presentation of the Lord Readings p. 297/300 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

John Ash; Canon Higgins; Freda Alexander; Marion Temple; Edward Stevens; 
Francis Scarrett; Wilfrid Routley; David Weaver; Canon Robert Lyons;  

Robert Young; Tom Ashton; Dorothy Gowen; Adah Walker; Edward Banks; 
William Ryan; Elizabeth Beard; Kate Turner; Emily Richardson; Mary Conlon; 

Prudence Davies; Edward Banks; Denis Knight; Jerome Dawson;  
Roy Andrews; Vincent Jennings; 

May they rest in peace  

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
 Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for 
prayer: call 01364 

72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday  St. Anscar 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Agatha 
Thursday St. Paul Miki & Comp. 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Feria 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £50.20 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £167.83 £48.08 

Second £13.20  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £19.04 £35.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £36.68 £29.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £16.00 £52.00 

Added value through gift aid   £41.25 
 

Mardi Gras! 
Tuesday 25th February, 
7 to 9.30 p.m in the  
Grange Restaurant 
Tickets for over 18s £8 each, includes: 
Those aged 18 or under go FREE, but must have a ticket and 
be accompanied by someone over 18. 
Cash bar available; Raffle in aid of CAFOD (please bring a prize) 
Tickets after Sunday Masses or contact Fr. Francis; please 
buy in advance (to help us plan catering) 

 

Plymouth Diocese Catechetical Summer 
Camps 2020   
To be held at Grangehurst, Buckfast Abbey.  
This year’s theme: "The God who speaks" - 
celebrating the Year of the Word. 
Camp details and application forms can be 
obtained from your parish priest or on-line 
from the camp website : 
www.pdsummercamps.org.uk    Prompt 
applications are advisable. 
Senior Camp (Yr. 7-10) 26th – 31st July 
St. Petroc’s Camp (Yr. 11-13) 26th – 31st July 
Junior Camp (Yr. 3-6) 2nd – 7th August 

 

 

The God Who Speaks 
Year of the Word 2020: 
Scripture is at the centre of everything the  
Church does.  The Word of God shapes our  
prayer and worship life.  To mark this year,  
a talk by Frs. Guy de Gaynsford and Robbie Low will be given around the diocese.  See below for venues near here.  
The talks will look at, “How the Church reads and understands the Bible”, “Why do we read the Old Testament: where is 
Christ?” and “How the New Testament fufils salvation history”.  Come and see how it all fits together and how we become 
more confident Catholics, deepened in faith and understanding and better witnesses in the world.  
All from 10am to 1pm: Sacred Heart Paignton May 9th, St. Peter’s Plymouth 5th September, Blessed Sacrament Exeter 
October 10th. 

Next weekend there will be a second 
collection to support those who wish to join 
the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes but 
lack the means to do so.  This includes the 
young people who make the pilgrimage and 
assist those who need a bit of help. 
As previously advertised, the pilgrimage 
takes place from 31st July – 6th August, with 
direct flights between Exeter and Lourdes 
and full board for six nights at the Grand 
Hotel Gallia et Londres. 
To book online: www.joewalshtours.co.uk , 
or contact either Joe Walsh Tours 0203 468 
06127 or Fr. Kieran Kirby 01392 272 2815 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The January draw took place last Thursday and the lucky winners are: 

1st Prize (£25)  No. 2   Ms. Ella Willard 
2nd Prize (£15)  No. 88   Mr. Ben Beale 
3rd Prize (£10)  No. 63   Mr. Bernard Coleman 
4th Prize (£7) No. 84   Mrs. Mary Maldon 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish syria aPPeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an application form please contact 
Mike Lang, or Fr. Francis on 01364 645526 or parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English Bishops reject “Peace for Prosperity” plan and insist on the  
upholding of international law and human rights for all in the Holy Land. 
We are extremely concerned that the UK government has welcomed  
the proposal. The government should continue to insist upon  
meaningful dialogue, a viable two-state solution and the  
application of international law. We echo the words of the Assembly  
of Catholic Ordinaries of the Holy Land: “As has been said many times in the past, we think that no proposal and no serious 
perspective could be reached without the agreement of the two peoples, Israelis and Palestinians. These proposals have 
to be based on equal rights and dignity. The plan “Peace-to-Prosperity” does not contain these conditions. It does not give 
dignity and rights to the Palestinians...” 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

There's this guy who had been lost and walking in the desert for about 2 weeks. One hot day, he sees the home of a 
missionary. Tired and weak, he crawls up to the house and collapses on the doorstep. The missionary finds him and 
nurses him back to health. Feeling better, the man asks the missionary for directions to the nearest town. On his way out 
the backdoor, he sees this horse. He goes back into the house and asks the missionary, "Could I borrow your horse and 
give it back when I reach the town?"  
The missionary says, "Sure but there is a special thing about this horse. You have to say 'Thank God' to make it go and 
'Amen' to make it stop."  Not paying much attention, the man says, "Sure, ok."  
So he gets on the horse and says, "Thank God" and the horse starts walking. Then he says, "Thank God, thank God," 
and the horse starts trotting. Feeling really brave, the man says, "Thank God, thank God, thank God, thank God, thank 
God" and the horse just takes off. Pretty soon he sees this cliff coming up and he's doing everything he can to make the 
horse stop.   "Whoa, stop, hold on!!!!"  Finally he remembers, "Amen!!"  The horse stops 4 inches from the cliff. Then the 
man leans back in the saddle and says, "Thank God." 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
Throughout the school year, the headteacher, with the help of the leadership team and governors, focusses on different 
aspects of school life, be that looking closely at individual subjects or at different activities, to ensure that our standards 
are high and our coverage of all the things that have to be done is wide. This week, Miss Slack has been looking at RE 
and prayer in school. To do this, she has held meetings with groups of children to ask them how they feel about these 
things. In general, the feedback was positive with the children saying that they enjoy hearing the stories from the Bible, 
learning about other religions and having a chance to reflect on their own faith. The format of prayer times in the school 
has been changed recently and includes the use of music to help the children reflect and gather their thoughts. The 
children said that they found the music to be restful and calming. One child told Miss Slack that, at these times, “It was 
like God was whispering in my ear.” 
Miss Slack, touched by the profound nature of the comment from one of our smaller children, spoke to the child the next 
day to ask if he remembered what he had said about the reflective music. To which he replied, “Yes, God whispers in my 
ear, and he does it at other times too.” “Oh, what does he say?” “Go to sleep, Bobby.” (Not his real name )  
Next week is Child Mental Health Week and the children will be thinking about their Mental Health and Wellbeing during 
their PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) lessons. The national theme is “Find your Brave” which a pedant like 
me finds extremely annoying as I cannot help but think “Find your brave what?” but, also, it flies in the face of using your 
good literacy skills across the curriculum! Anyway, my frustration with this example of poor English aside, the focus is that 
life is about taking small brave steps every day, in whatever way brave means for you. The children will be given lots of 
opportunities to consider what that means to them and how tackling big challenges a small bit at a time can help them with 
their own health and wellbeing. Ironically, to help me manage my annoyance at the slogan and help my own personal 
mental wellbeing, I shall be muttering a little French phrase to myself “Courage, mon brave!” which I find can also help in 
those tough moments! 
 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings:    
Avoiding issues to ‘keep the peace’? 
When Mary and Joseph went to the Temple, Simeon blessed them, 
saying their child would be rejected. When we take our child for 
baptism, we are given a candle, a reminder ‘to keep the flame of faith 
alive’. This can be difficult, but let us not avoid the issues ‘to keep 
the peace’, but grow in listening and trust together. 

Prayer in a Secular Age Finding the Secret of Prayer in the 
Earliest Teachers. 
Talk to include an introduction to and time for meditation by Laurence 
Freeman OSB of the World Community for Christian Meditation. 
Thursday March 12th at 7 p.m. St. James’ Church, Exeter 
Suggested donation £5-10 

Caritas Plymouth  
Modern Slavery and Trafficking Saturday 7 March 2020. 
Led by Bishop Mark O’Toole and include speakers from Border 
Force, the Medaille Trust and Apostleship of the Sea. 
10.30 a.m. – 3.15 p.m.  St Boniface College, Plymouth. It is free and 
includes a buffet lunch.  Booking essential: caritas@prcdtr.org.uk  

 

Second Collections 
Besides next weekend, the other second 
collections which will take place this year, most of 
which are mandated by the diocese, the Bishops 
of England and Wales, or the Holy See, have now 
been settled, so it may help you to have a list: 

23rd February Parish Syria Appeal 
8th March CAFOD Lent Fast Day 
5th April Easter Flowers 
10th April The Holy Places 
26th April Parish Syria Appeal 
17th May  Sick & Retired Clergy 
24th May World Communication Day 
21st June Day for Life 
28th June Peter’s Pence 
12th July Apostleship of the Sea 
26th July  Parish Syria Appeal 
9th August Annual Mission Appeal 
30th August  Catholic Children’s Society 
13th September Education Sunday 
20th September Home Mission Sunday 
4th October CAFOD Harvest Fast Day 
18th October World Mission Sunday 
8th November Parish Syria Appeal 
6th December Parish Syria Appeal 
13th December Christmas Flowers 

 


