
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

9th February, 2020 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p. 133 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Samuel Gayton; Margaret Colly; Frederick Neale; Gilbert Moore; John Naylor;  
Pat Burke; Albert Ghewy; Pauline Hornsey; Guy Wetherall; Annie Boyce;  

Andrew Straw; Mary Sandys; Gertrude Henle; Dom William Henle; Verity Rowe; 
Joseph Hawkins; Olive Elliott; Jan Tarasiuk; Florence Colborne; Bessie Highmore; 

Dom Boniface Bush; Francis Craig-McFeely; Elsie Lee; Muriel Taylor; 
 

May they rest in peace  

 
 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
 Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for 
prayer: call 01364 

72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday  St. Scholastica 
Tuesday St. Benedict of Aniane 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Ss. Cyril & Methodius 
Saturday Feria 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £70.17 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £238.28 £53.08 

Second £22.00  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £26.00 £10.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £24.00 £52.52 
South Brent 9 a.m. £14.10 £48.00 

Added value through gift aid   £40.90 
 

Mardi Gras! 
Tuesday 25th February, 
7 to 9.30 p.m in the  
Grange Restaurant 
Tickets for over 18s £8 each, includes: 
Those aged 18 or under go FREE, but must have a ticket and 
be accompanied by someone over 18. 
Cash bar available; Raffle in aid of CAFOD (please bring a prize) 
Tickets after Sunday Masses or contact Fr. Francis; please 
buy in advance (to help us plan catering) 

 

 

This weekend there will be a second 
collection to support those who wish to join 
the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes but 
lack the means to do so.   
 

 
 

This includes the young people who make 
the pilgrimage and assist those who need a 
bit of help. 
As previously advertised, the pilgrimage 
takes place from 31st July – 6th August, with 
direct flights between Exeter and Lourdes 
and full board for six nights at the Grand 
Hotel Gallia et Londres. 
To book online: www.joewalshtours.co.uk , 
or contact either Joe Walsh Tours 0203 468 
06127 or Fr. Kieran Kirby 01392 272 2815 

This Sunday is designated by the Church 
as Racial Justice Sunday. 

 

 

Here is a message from Bishop Paul McAleenan, Chair of the Office for 
Migration Policy of the Bishops’ Conference: 
“The theme is “You are at the heart of the Church.”  It will celebrate the 
contribution travelling communities make to the Church in England and 
Wales.  It is an opportunity for all Catholics to pray for, reflect on and 
respond to racial justice matters within the Church and wider society.  
Racial Justice Sunday should encourage proactive discussions on overt 
and covert forms of racism experienced by fellow Catholics from the 
travelling communities.” 
More information or advice about working with the members of the 
Travelling Communities: Fr. Dan Mason, National Chaplain for Gypsies, 
Roma and Travellers, 01277 624891 or www.travelermovement.org.uk  
Please take one of the pledge cards available in each church in the 
parish. These invite you to commit to small steps which will promote 
awareness of discrimination and encourage racial justice in everyday life, 
inspired by comments of Pope Francis to a pilgrimage of Gypsies, Roma 
and Travellers in Rome in 2015. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter 
and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A priest and a taxi driver both died 
and went to heaven. St. Peter was 
at the Pearly gates waiting for them.  
'Come with me', said St. Peter to the 
taxi driver.  The taxi driver did as he 
was told and followed St. Peter to a 
mansion. It had anything you could 
imagine from a bowling alley to an 
olympic size pool.  'Wow, thank 
you', said the taxi driver.  
Next, St. Peter led the priest to a 
rugged old shack with a bunk bed 
and a little old television set.  'Wait, 
I think you are a little mixed up', said 
the priest. 'Shouldn't I be the one 
who gets the mansion? After all I 
was a priest, went to church every 
day, and preached God's word.'  
'Yes, that's true. But during your 
sermons people slept. When the 
taxi driver drove, everyone prayed.' 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
As you know, over the past week, we have been focussing on Mental Health with the children and they have had the 
opportunity to think about the challenges they face and how they can manage them. We finished the week with every class 
considering their health and wellbeing during their PE sessions which are led on a Friday by Coach Ben from Saints SW. 
It is obviously well known that sport is so important for our mental health. It was good that the children were able to discuss 
this with Ben whom they associate with physical activity through their PE lessons and he helped them to make the link 
between the two. One of the challenges we have as adults is that sometimes we try to protect the children too well from 
any angst and uncomfortable feelings and in doing so also deprive them from the feeling that comes when you “feel the 
fear and do it anyway” as the book title goes. As we all know, it can be hard to lose a game but the joy of winning is worth 
the risk!  
Elsewhere, some children took part in the RSPB bird count and spent some quiet time counting the birds visiting our 
wellbeing garden. One of the children suggested that we stop using it for ourselves so that the birds could use it more and 
therein lies the challenge of our time - how to share something that is important to us and our health whilst not making it 
uninhabitable for other creatures.  

Our wellbeing garden was also featured this week on the RHS website and was a joy to 
see it in its full summer glory and a nice reminder of the seasons to come. 
https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/news/news-results/national/2020/february/children-s-
mental-health-week  
Next week is Safer Internet Day with the theme “Together for a better internet” which is 
also a topic which will support the good mental health of our children if we can help them 
to understand the pitfalls of using the internet whilst appreciating the great benefits it also 
brings. 

 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the 
Sunday readings:    
Unity is the key 
When we married, a new flame was lit 
in our Church, signified by the lighting 
of a new candle as we made our vows 
and became “Little Church” together.  
Now, as we think of our life up to now, 
we can see how our love has been 
reflected on to our children, our family 
and our Church community. 

The God Who Speaks   Year of the Word 2020: 
Scripture is at the centre of everything the Church does.  The Word of God 
shapes our prayer and worship life.  To mark this year, a talk by Frs. Guy de 
Gaynsford and Robbie Low will be given around the diocese.  See below for 
venues near here. The talks will look at, “How the Church reads and 
understands the Bible”, “Why do we read the Old Testament: where is Christ?” 
and “How the New Testament fufils salvation history”.  Come and see how it all 
fits together and how we become more confident Catholics, deepened in faith 
and understanding and better witnesses in the world.  
All from 10am to 1pm: Sacred Heart Paignton May 9th, St. Peter’s Plymouth 5th 
September, Blessed Sacrament Exeter October 10th. 

If you attend the 10.30 Mass at the Abbey on a Sunday and enjoy fellowship 
over a cup of tea and coffee afterwards, might you consider taking a turn to 
serve it? We have a dedicated band of volunteers who help with this but we 
need additional helpers so that the task is shared more widely.  
A huge thank you to Alan Mollet for organising the rota over recent years; he is 
now passing the baton to Rachel and Kelvin Ellacott who would love to hear 
from you, if you feel you could help with this ministry. Please speak to them 
after Mass, or let Fr Francis know before the end of this month. 

Fully escorted Pilgrimage to Knock 
Shrine, Ireland, 08th July 2020.  
£649.00 per person sharing.  Fly from 
Bristol with 10kg hand luggage, 4 
nights’ in Knock House Hotel with 
breakfast and dinner.  All excursions 
included.  Lunches on days out.  
Single extra £100.  Call Patricia on 
01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or 
email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com   
Knock Pilgrimages ATOL T7613 

 

As the Pontifical Academy for Life prepares for its Feb. 26-28 assembly, the 
Vatican body announced several new appointments, including Michael Wee, 
from the Oxford-based Anscombe Bioethics Centre.  Wee, the center’s education 
and research officer, was appointed to the pontifical academy as a Young 
Researcher Member. 
The Singapore-born academic was the only UK-based appointee to the Young 
Researchers’ group of the Academy, and told Crux the creation of this category 
for under-35s in 2016 “indicates a high degree of trust in young people to be able 
to contribute to the Church’s intellectual life.” Besides his work at Anscombe, 
Wee is an Associate Lecturer in bioethics at Oscott seminary in Birmingham and 
is a researcher at the Aquinas Institute of Blackfriars Hall at Oxford. 
“In a place like Britain, where most people do not identify as Christian, the tools 
of philosophy-that is to say, natural reason-are especially valuable in helping 
people make sense of the Church’s teaching on moral issues. Before you begin 
to talk about the theology of the body, you might first need to talk about the 
teleology of the body. In order to mention faith, you first have to convince people 
that reason is not in conflict with it,” he said. 
Read the very interesting interview with Michael Wee by searching for 
‘Anscombe’ at www.cruxnow.com  

Caritas Plymouth Modern Slavery and Trafficking Saturday 7 March 2020. 
Led by Bishop Mark O’Toole and include speakers from Border Force, the 
Medaille Trust and Apostleship of the Sea. 
10.30 a.m. – 3.15 p.m.  St Boniface College, Plymouth. It is free and includes 
a buffet lunch.  Booking essential: caritas@prcdtr.org.uk  

 


