
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

16th February, 2020 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p. 136 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Helen Wetherall; Emily O’Shea; Frances Shorland; Moira Kerse;  
Winifred McKenzie; Jean Elton; Muriel Sass; William Crook; William Baker; 

Adela Carter; Angela Simpson; Rev. Edward Damen; William Spiller;  
Mother Mary Angela; Br. Bernard Seymour; Karl Pole; 

May they rest in peace  

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
 Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday  Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. Peter Damian 
Saturday The Chair of Peter 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Mardi Gras! 
Tuesday 25th February, 
7 to 9.30 p.m in the  
Grange Restaurant 
Tickets for over 18s £8 each, includes: 
Those aged 18 or under go FREE, but must have a ticket and 
be accompanied by someone over 18. 
Cash bar available; Raffle in aid of CAFOD (please bring a prize) 
Tickets after Sunday Masses or contact Fr. Francis; please 
buy in advance (to help us plan catering) 

 

 

Everyone is most welcome to coffee/tea in the Violet Evelyn Hall 
after the 1030 Mass on Sundays, but it is meant to be a living-out 
of the communion established among us through the Body and 
Blood of Christ.  So everyone who attends should feel obliged to 
participate in the work involved in making it happen, as people who 
follow the One who came among us ‘as one who serves,’ unless 
you are serving the community through other tasks around the 
celebration of the liturgy. 
If it were left to just a few to do the work, it would become more an 
experience of master and slave than of mutual service, so we would 
have to consider whether it’s appropriate to continue it. 
Please join the rota by contacting me or Kelvin or Rachel Ellacott, 
who have kindly taken on the task of organising it. 
Fr. Francis 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £33.35 £15.00 £12.50 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £107.20 £33.08 £53.95 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £30.12 £30.00 £1.00 £0.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £10.00 £26.92 £56.00 £40.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £12.00 £31.00 £18.05 £11.00 

   £34.00   £12.75 
Thank you particularly for your donations to the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes Fund, which 
totalled £202.25 including gift aid. And what a fantastic effort from the worshippers in 
Ashburton!  Clearly, they listened carefully to the Gospel at Mass: “your light must shine in 
the sight of men, so that, seeing your good works, they may give the praise to your Father 
in heaven.”  

There will be a second collection next 
week for the Parish Syria Appeal. 
From a United Nations report of 13th 
February, 2020: 
“People in northwest Syria are living 
through some of the worst crisis since the 
war in Syria began. 
More than 800,000 people have been 
displaced since 1 December (142,000 
between 9th and 12th February), due to 
intense conflict in freezing weather.  80% 
of these are women and children, 60% 
children.  Several children are reported to 
have died due to the freezing 
temperatures.” 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

Question:  What kind of motor vehicles appear in the Bible?  Answers: David's 
Triumph was heard throughout the land… Honda...because the apostles were 
all in one Accord… 2 Cor. 48 describes going out in a Volkswagen Beetle: "We 
are pressed in every way, but not cramped beyond movement." 
 

Question: How do we know that Job went to a chiropractor? Answer: Because 
in Job 16:12 we read, "I had come to be at ease, but he proceeded to shake 
me up and he grabbed me by the back of the neck and proceeded to smash 
me." 
 

Jesus was standing over the woman caught in adultery and challenged the 
crowd that “He who is without sin, cast the first stone.” Suddenly, a rock hits 
the back of his head. Jesus turns with a smile and exclaims, “Mum!” 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
Miss Slack will shortly begin preparing the children who will be making their First Holy Communion in June.  It’s a real 
delight that also this year, one of our pupils has asked to be baptised.  So Fr Francis came into school on Thursday 
afternoon to celebrate the Rite of becoming a Catechumen for her.  It was particularly nice that this short service was able 
to take place in the little chapel in the school and that family and friends, including the school choristers, were able to take 
part as well. I think it was a bit of a squash in there once everyone was in and Miss Slack commented that it was fortunate 
that the Chorister Director, Mr Searles, is a slender chap as otherwise he wouldn’t have been able to squeeze past to get 
to the piano. The setting of our chapel and the beautiful singing of our choristers are an evocative combination which will 
hopefully be used many times in the future to make such important moments another of those special things about St 
Mary’s School. 
We finished our term with a performance for families of the dances that the children had been working on over the past 
few weeks in their PE lessons. For some reason, when we have these events, it always seems to be in extreme weather 
- often very wet - and this time was no exception. The other challenge we face is, as the school grows, so does the number 
of people who would like to come to watch the children. We thought we had pre-empted any problems by limiting each 
family to a maximum of two tickets and, to be fair, those who turned up were able to be shoe horned into the hall. However, 
our car park is starting to struggle under the sheer numbers so we will have to think again for our next event which will 
probably be the Easter Bonnet Parade in a few weeks. 
The children now have a week off for half term, the first couple of days of which will probably be spent under battened 
hatches as Storm Dennis flies by. Hopefully, it will be calmer when the children are due to return for the run up to Easter. 
 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the 
Sunday readings:    
Making the right choices 
Choices! How difficult sometimes to 
make the right choices. What to eat 
today, how to save money, what 
clothes to wear, what we or our 
children need. For Christians, prayer 
and a set of Christian values influence 
the choices we make. Why not ask the 
Lord’s help to decide what issue is 
uppermost for us today and dialogue 
about it? 

Fully escorted Pilgrimage to Knock 
Shrine, Ireland, 08th July 2020.  
£649.00 per person sharing.  Fly from 
Bristol with 10kg hand luggage, 4 
nights’ in Knock House Hotel with 
breakfast and dinner.  All excursions 
included.  Lunches on days out.  
Single extra £100.  Call Patricia on 
01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or 
email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com   
Knock Pilgrimages ATOL T7613 

Caritas Plymouth Modern Slavery and Trafficking Saturday 7 March 2020. 
Led by Bishop Mark O’Toole and include speakers from Border Force, the 
Medaille Trust and Apostleship of the Sea. 
10.30 a.m. – 3.15 p.m.  St Boniface College, Plymouth. It is free and includes 
a buffet lunch.  Booking essential: caritas@prcdtr.org.uk  

 

The Diocesan Ignatian Spirituality Group is offering a series of quiet days and 
retreats in 2020. 
The first event is:  QUIET DAY  led by Fr Jonathan Stewart   
10.00  - 3.30  14th March 2020  - Venue: Violet Evelyn hall, Buckfast Abbey. 
Please see posters for the full list For more information please contact 
diocesan-ignatian-retreats@prcdtr.org.uk  

 

CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION DEBATED BY MPs  
Many thanks to Bob Smith for passing on this good news:  
Parliament is responding to the plight of the persecuted church and the 
recommendations of the 2020 World Watch List report. Yesterday, both the 
House of Commons and the House of Lords debated the issue of Christian 
persecution and the UK Government’s response.  
Many of the MPs speaking in the debate had attended the Parliamentary launch 
of the World Watch List in January. It’s really encouraging to see the direct link 
between the launch in Parliament and the issue of Christian persecution being 
given focus by Parliamentarians. So thank you for advocating for our 
persecuted family, it really makes a difference. 
You can read about how MPs engaged with Open Doors' recommendations to 
the UK Government in the recent debate on our website: 
  https://www.opendoorsuk.org/news/stories/advocacy-200207  

A message from June Cocks in Ashburton:   World Day of Prayer  
The service will be held on Friday 6th March in St Andrew's Church Hall at 2 
p.m.  The rehearsal will be on Friday 28th February in St Andrew's Church Hall 
at 2 p.m. The service is inclusive, so women and men are invited to contact 
June if you are willing to read.  

Vocations Weekend for young women 
Theme: Discernment and Vocation 
Dates: 28th Feb - 1 March 2020 
Location: Liverpool 
 
The weekend is organised by the 
sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus 
(FCJ). 
There is nothing quite like religious life 
– it’s an extraordinary adventure into a 
deep relationship with God. 
 
If you are wondering if God is calling 
you to religious life and would like to 
find out more why not come along?  
You are welcome to stay for the 
weekend or just come along on 
Saturday for the day. There will be 
opportunity for prayer, reflection and 
input, chance to ask questions and to 
meet others who are also wondering 
where God is calling them. 
 


