
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

23rd February, 2020 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p. 139 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Mary Knowles; Mildred Gray; Isabel Hodge; Leonard Bragg; Anne Morin; Mgr. 
David Barry; John Billington; Bessie Stuart; Hilda Robertson; Dom Raphael Stones; 
Lucy Kaylor; Brian Cross; Elizabeth Nicholls; May Sanders; Rev. Edwin Russell; 

Mary Davies; Charles Messer; Kathleen Davies; 
May they rest in peace  

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
 Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for 
prayer: call 01364 

72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday  Feria 
Tuesday St. Walburga 

Wednesday Ash Wednesday 
Thursday Lent 

Friday Lent 
Saturday Lent 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Mardi Gras! 
Last chance to get your  
tickets! 
Tuesday 25th February, 
7 to 9.30 p.m in the Grange Restaurant.  Tickets for over 18s 
£8 each. Includes introductory drink, main course & dessert. 
Those aged 18 or under go FREE, but must have a ticket and 
be accompanied by someone over 18. 
Cash bar available; Raffle in aid of CAFOD (please bring a prize) 

 

 

Everyone is most welcome to coffee/tea in the Violet Evelyn Hall 
after the 1030 Mass on Sundays, but it is meant to be a living-out 
of the communion established among us through the Body and 
Blood of Christ.  So everyone who attends should feel obliged to 
participate in the work involved in making it happen, as people who 
follow the One who came among us ‘as one who serves,’ unless 
you are serving the community through other tasks around the 
celebration of the liturgy. 
If it were left to just a few to do the work, it would become more an 
experience of master and slave than of mutual service, so we would 
have to consider whether it’s appropriate to continue it. 
Please join the rota by contacting me or Kelvin or Rachel Ellacott, 
who have kindly taken on the task of organising it.  Fr. Francis 

This weekend there will be a second collection for the Parish Syria Appeal. 
Please give generously, as we hear of the continuing trauma of those, 
mostly women and children, forced from their homes in the freezing 
temperatures of northern Syria. 
 

 

Ash Wednesday Masses 
Mass with distribution of ashes will take 
place at the following times in the parish 
(please note, there will not be Mass in 
the Abbey at 9 a.m.) 
 

Ashburton 10:00 a.m. 
Abbey 12:05 p.m. 
South Brent 7:30 p.m. 
  

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £50.36 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £132.68 £23.08 

Second £9.20  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £8.50 £35.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £21.03 £48.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £22.00 £42.00 

Added value through gift aid   £39.75 
 

 

March edition of 
the diocesan 
newspaper out 
now.  Available 
free in all the 
churches in the 
parish. Please 
take copies for 
yourself and to 
give away to 
people you know 
who might be glad 
to know we’re 
here for them. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

There's this cathedral that's still being worked on, and 
the workers have rigged a "cage elevator" inside so 
they can get material up and down to the upper floors. 
A characteristic of these "cage elevators" is that the 
doors (gate) must be closed manually for them to be 
"called" to another floor.  
One day one of the workers, Peter by name, takes the 
elevator to the top floor, and it is subsequently needed 
on the first floor by the sexton. Unfortunately, Peter 
forgets and leaves the door open. After the sexton 
rings for the elevator a couple times, to no avail, he 
yells up for the worker to send the lift back down. 
Visitors to the cathedral were treated to this sight: The 
sexton of the cathedral, head tipped up, yelling up to 
the heavens: "Peter! CLOSE THE GATES!!!" 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
Next week school recommences after the half term break. On Monday staff are involved in various training sessions, on 
topics as diverse as storytelling and food hygiene, so the children will be returning on Tuesday which just happens to be 
Pancake Day. I am always a little nervous when the children are in school on Shrove Tuesday as there are some brave 
staff who will insist on cooking pancakes with the help of children of all sizes. My anxiety arises from the combination of 
small children, hot pans and hot food, the latter being flung in the air on purpose and with little thought for where it might 
land. The whole thing is a true health and safety nightmare! But, of course, our staff our well-versed in risk assessments 
and all necessary precautions will be taken to ensure a good time is had by all. There’s also the tricky challenge of staff 
who are offered the resultant pancakes by said small children. The dangers are twofold - firstly, the possibility of being 
exposed to something unpleasant, the second, the danger of causing offence when refusing to eat the often slightly cold 
and suspect-looking offering. Fortunately, other staff are skilled at negotiating these moments and will try to ensure that 
one gets a pancake that has bypassed most of the children before it reaches one and one learns to smile and accept the 
offering with good grace and just hope they don’t hang around to check how much of it you eat. 
Fortunately, we won’t be able to dwell on this too much as on the following day, we are being visited by the Diocesan 
Schools’ Commissioner, Sarah Barretto, who will be carrying out an RE Monitoring Visit. She will be observing lessons 
across the school and carrying out a scrutiny of the children’s work in their books and so on. She will also be joining the 
school for their Ash Wednesday Service. Her visit will give our newly appointed Pupil Chaplains an opportunity to share 
their ideas with her and show her the changes they are helping to make in making the prayer life of our school more 
meaningful to the other children and helping them to grow in faith. 
So, a few busy days before life returns to normal ... which, as you know, consists of nothing but busy days! 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday 
readings:Finding the joy in our sacramental 
relationship 
The joy of courting couples is obvious for all to see. 
Over the years, excitement can lessen, our 
independent attitudes strengthen; competition and 
jealousy creep in. Today Jesus calls us to “…turn the 
other cheek...”.  In confidence share, in trust listen, in 
faith forgive, so that our spouse will grow in self-worth 
and the sparkle of joy will reignite. 

Caritas Plymouth Modern Slavery and Trafficking Saturday 7 
March 2020.  Led by Bishop Mark O’Toole and include speakers 
from Border Force, the Medaille Trust and Apostleship of the 
Sea.  10.30 a.m. – 3.15 p.m.  St Boniface College, Plymouth. It 
is free and includes a buffet lunch.  Booking essential: 
caritas@prcdtr.org.uk  

 
The Diocesan Ignatian Spirituality Group is offering a series of 
quiet days and retreats in 2020. 
The first event is: QUIET DAY led by Fr Jonathan Stewart   
10.00  - 3.30  14th March 2020  - Venue: Violet Evelyn hall, 
Buckfast Abbey. 
Please see posters for the full list For more information please 
contact diocesan-ignatian-retreats@prcdtr.org.uk  

 

World Day of Prayer celebration in Ashburton 
The service will be held on Friday 6th March in St Andrew's 
Church Hall at 2 p.m.  The rehearsal will be on Friday 28th 
February in St Andrew's Church Hall at 2 p.m. The service is 
inclusive, so women and men are invited to contact June if you 
are willing to read.  

This year’s liturgy for the World Day of Prayer has 
been composed by people in Zimbabwe and the 
chosen theme is “Rise! Take up your mat and walk.” 
The John Bradburne Memorial Society looks after the 
needs of those still suffering from leprosy in Mutemwa, 
Zimbabwe, where John Bradburne worked.  You may 
know of the connection of John Bradburne with 
Buckfast Abbey: he was received into the Full 
Communion of the Catholic Church while staying here 
in 1947.  
The situation in that country continues to be extremely 
grave, with food in very short supply, following the lack 
of expected rain and a severe shortage of electricity 
and fuel.  In addition to helping with those immediate 
needs, the Society is trying to raise funds to build a 
new clinic for leprosy patients. 
If you would like to learn more about John and the 
Society, or to support their work through donation, 
please visit www.johnbradburne.com  

Vacancy – Parenting Facilitator – Part Time  
Location: St. Boniface House, Ashburton TQ13 7JL but may 
consider home based 
Salary: £25,000 pro rata (actual salary £14,289.60 pa), entry into 
the Diocesan pension scheme under Auto-Enrolment 
Regulations 
Hours: 20 hours per week which need to be flexible 
The Catholic Children’s Society (Plymouth) is a child welfare 
charity working across the Roman Catholic Diocese of Plymouth 
– Cornwall, Devon and most of Dorset.  The Society is looking 
to recruit an enthusiastic, energetic individual with experience of 
running/facilitating training programmes to plan and deliver 
group-based parenting education and support through Diocesan 
schools and parishes. 
To apply please contact Jan Holton for the job description and 
application form jan.holton@prcdtr.org.uk or telephone 01364 
645383.  To discuss the role, please contact Caroline Hambly 
on 01364 645422. 
The closing date for applications is Monday 9 March 2020 and 
interviews will be held on Tuesday l7 March 2020 

 


