
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

1st March, 2020 First Sunday of Lent Readings p. 151 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Charles Norton; Rosina Barber; Dom Antony Staerk; Lucille Tolley; Dudley Persse; Alicia 
Mary Palmer; Dom Michael Craig-McFeely; Ian Stevens; M. Radford; Hilda Robinson; Dorothy 
Green; Robert Turnbull; Dom Pascal Dowling; Isobel McMurtrie; Cecil Tancred; Beatrice Lewis; 

Albert Pruett; Patricia Bachelor; 
May they rest in peace  

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
 Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like 
to be included here, please contact Fr. 

Francis 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday – Saturday Lent 
 

I think all who took part would agree that the parish Mardi Gras event last Tuesday was a wonderful moment in the life 
of our community. The jolly hubbub which greeted us as we entered the Grange testified to the ever-strengthening bonds 
of affection developing across the parish; people from opposite ends of this large rural territory expressed their delight 
at their growing familiarity.  And what a pleasure it was to see the spring shoots of our group expressed in the presence 
of many small children, amusing us with their antics and touching our hearts with their mutual affection.  
The theme for the night was “Rio!” and many dressed in bright colours and more to add to the atmosphere.  Thank you 
to Eve who really went the extra mile! 
As usual, the food provided by the Grange was stupendous we offer our sincere thanks to Mark and his staff for doing 
us proud.  At the end of the evening we gave Mark a thank-you card signed by all of us and a small gift, since he is about 
to leave the Grange for pastures new.  He said that he was delighted that the parish Mardi Gras was one of his last 
functions before he left, because he has always so enjoyed the event.  We wish him every success in the future. 
As usual, we remembered those who are not so blessed the necessities of life as we are by holding a raffle with the 
proceeds going to CAFOD.  Considering that those attending provide the prizes as well as buying the raffle tickets, they 
can all be doubly proud that the raffle made £251 for this good cause. 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £60.90 £10.00 £76.00 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £155.61 £33.08 £30.45 £512.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £10.00 £0.00 £37.50 £20.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £29.18 £40.92 £20.00 £85.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £4.02 £38.00 £12.20 £115.00 

 Your donations to the Parish Syria Appeal, including gift aid, comes to 
£1,091.15.  Thank you so much for this generous effort in aid of the 
suffering people of Syria. 

Friday 6th March is Family Fast Day 

 
This Lent, CAFOD’s Family Fast Day is an 
opportunity to reach out to some of the 
poorest, most marginalised of our sisters 
and brothers.  Your donations go to highly-
trained, highly skilled local experts around 
the world who save and support the health 
of the world’s poorest families. Sister 
Consilia is one of these people.  She is a 
nun in an out-of-town health centre in 
Zimbabwe.  Sister Consilia is a trained 
pharmacist who saves lives each and 
every day.  Without support like yours, her 
brilliant work just couldn’t continue as 
there wouldn’t be enough funding to 
support it. 
There will be a second collection next 
weekend.  Please be generous in your 
donations, including what you save by 
eating less on Friday. 

With fewer priests and more commitments, it will not be possible this year 
to have the same Lent Devotions around the parish as in previous years.  
All are welcome to join the monks for Stations of the Cross in the Abbey 
Church each Friday during Lent at 5:45 p.m.  If the worshipping 
communities in Ashburton, Buckfastleigh and South Brent wish to 
organise for themselves a weekly time of prayer in their churches during 
Lent, they will have my blessing.    Fr. Francis  

   

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 
8:21) 
 

The Reverend Billy Graham told of a time early in his ministry 
when he arrived in a small town to preach a sermon.  
 

Wanting to mail a letter, he asked a young boy where the post 
office was.  
 

When the boy had told him, Dr. Graham thanked him and said, "If 
you'll come to the Church this evening, you can hear me telling 
everyone how to get to Heaven."  
 

"I don't think I'll be there," the boy said. "You don't even know your 
way to the post office!" 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
This week we were visited by the Diocesan Schools’ Commissioner, Sarah Barretto, who was carrying out a monitoring 
visit to look at the RE provision and also the Catholic life of the school. I think it is fair to say that she was very pleased 
with what she saw and enjoyed her visit. Whilst she was with us, she spoke to someone from almost every group in the 
school - pupils, teachers, support staff. Fr Francis also had the opportunity to share with her his views on St Mary’s. I 
would say he faced a grilling but that would suggest that it would be a tough interview and I think there may have been so 
many things to sing the praises of at St Mary’s that Mrs Barretto may have struggled to get a word in edgeways!  
There are always things to improve but I am sure the school will continue to go from strength to strength in this area. Mrs 
Barretto commented that the children are very proud of the school and that we have very supportive parents who speak 
very highly of the school. She also commented on the delightful classroom and whole school environments.  
Since our last inspection, our pupil chaplains have been appointed and they are an enthusiastic and energetic bunch who 
have already started to have an impact on the life of our school. They were able to explain their progress so far and share 
their ideas with the Commissioner. Here are some of the things they, and other children who met with Mrs Barretto, said:- 
What is different / special about this school because it is Catholic? It’s closer to God. It’s a better place. We’re near 
to our church so people from the church come to our school. What happens where you pray here? We are talking to 
God. God is listening to us. God sometimes talks to you. What do you like about it? You can tell God what you are 
worried about. That God always listens to you and you can always trust Him. And finally, in case you were unclear 
about what we should be thinking about at the moment... We are doing Lent so we have to decide what we are 
going to do for the next 40 days. 
 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday 
readings:  Avoid independence 
Today, both Eve and Jesus are tempted to become 
independent, to turn away from the love of God. In 
marriage, we can think we have a right to fulfil our 
own desires without considering our partner, but we 
need to share these deepest hopes and dreams, and 
be prepared to hear the impact on our loved one and 
our relationship. 

World Day of Prayer 6th March, 2020.  Celebrations in this 
parish. 
In Ashburton, the service will be held on Friday 6th March in St 
Andrew's Church Hall at 2 p.m.  The rehearsal will be on Friday 
28th February in St Andrew's Church Hall at 2 p.m. The service 
is inclusive, so women and men are invited to contact June if you 
are willing to read.  
 

In South Brent, the service will be held at St Petroc’s Anglican 
Church, at 2pm. Everybody welcome, please come to support the 
Churches of Zimbabwe. 
South Brent is also holding Lent lunches in the Old School room 
at the Methodist Church on Wednesdays in Lent starting on 
Wednesday 4th March at 12:30 please support these lunches run 
by the three Churches in South Brent. 
 

In Buckfastleigh, the service will take place at St. Luke’s Anglican 
Church at 1.30 p.m.  The gathering will begin at 12.30 p.m. with 
a soup lunch, but if you can’t manage that, do join us for the 
service at 1.30 p.m. 
 

Each year the service is written by the Christian women of a 
different country.  This year it is composed by the women of 
Zimbabwe, who call us, in the words of Jesus, to RISE! TAKE 
YOUR MAT AND WALK.  They invite us to support them to 
continue their often turbulent journey toward full reconciliation.   

The Bishops’ Conference has issued the following 
guidance appropriate to the current situation in the 
UK regarding coronavirus: 
Ensure everyone maintains good hygiene at Mass 
and parish gatherings. 
1. Use disposable hankies if you sneeze and 

cleanse your hands by washing or alcohol hand 
gel afterwards. 

2. Sanitize your hands with alcohol gel as you 
enter the church, and before distributing Holy 
Communion if you are called to do so. 

3. If you have cold or flu symptoms, refrain from 
the physical sign of peace, do not take Holy 
Communion from the Chalice and receive the 
Host in the hand. 

If the situation becomes more serious, further 
guidance will be issued. 

 

Phone line for 
prayer: call 01364 

72768 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The January draw took place last Thursday and the 
lucky winners are: 
1st Prize (£25)  No. 76   Mr. M. Adderley 
2nd Prize (£15)  No. 87   Ms. Clare Campbell 
3rd Prize (£10)  No. 117   Mr. Kevin Bridgeman 
4th Prize (£7) No. 1   Ms. Ruth Willard 
Proceeds in aid of the Parish syria aPPeal.  

This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an 
application form please contact Mike Lang, or Fr. 
Francis on 01364 645526 or parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 

On Saturday 28th March at 3 p.m. in the parish meeting room at 
the Abbey, parishioner Mackenzie Robinson will give a 
presentation with art and music about the Turin Shroud entitled, 

The Shroud; Art or Relic? 
This will be a joint meeting with the Oblates of Buckfast Abbey. 
Admission free; donations towards the Parish Syria Appeal 
welcome. 
Please contact Fr. Francis for directions to the venue if you don’t 
know where it is. 


