
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suspension of  
Public Liturgy 
The Catholic Bishops of England and 
Wales have, with much regret, come to the 
view that Holy Mass with a congregation 
must be discontinued from the evening of 
Friday, 20th March, 2020, until further 
notice.  We have also been told that the 
Divine Office (the monks’ daily prayers) 
must also take place behind closed doors to 
discourage people from gathering in 
groups. All Catholics will find this deeply 
distressing news, but the Bishops are 
acting in the best interests of the Church 
and the wider population of this country. 
 

In this parish, this means that Holy Mass will 
not be celebrated in St. Dunstan’s, South 
Brent, St. Benedict’s Buckfastleigh or Our 
Lady of Lourdes and St. Petrock, 
Ashburton, until further notice.  The 1205 
Mass in the Abbey church on Mondays to 
Saturdays is also cancelled from Saturday 
21st March until further notice. 
 

Unless they become ill, the priests at the 
Abbey will continue to say Mass once a day 
and, although these Masses may not be 
attended by a congregation, they will be 
live-streamed on the internet.  It is hoped 
that we will also be able to live-stream some 
of the Community’s other prayers; although 
we are not numerous and these services 
are quite simple, we hope that in this way 
we will be able to show you and all who are 
going through such challenging times that 
you are in our thoughts and our prayers.  If 
you feel able to pray along with us and for 
us, that will be all the better. 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

22nd March, 2020 Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Maude Stafford; Clare Furnieux; Agnes Hodgson; Christine Sampson; May Grout;  
Mary Anne Daw; Dulcibell Russell; Stanley Allen; Edward Goddard; Dame Bede Wilson OSB; 

Isabel Andrews; Mabel Gardener; Rose Taylor; Arthur Baker; Alfreda Howe;  
Kathleen Furlong; Sr. Mary Kelly; 

May they rest in peace  

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Margaret McAvoy Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like 
to be included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday Lent 
Tuesday Lent 

Wednesday Annunciation of 
the Lord 

Thursday Lent 
Friday Lent 

Saturday Lent 
 

Phone line for prayer:  
call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 

645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

1st March collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £63.31 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £66.10 £10.00 

Second £33.51 £10.00 
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £10.00 £15.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £19.50 £43.02 
South Brent 9 a.m. £17.25 £23.00 

Added value through gift aid   £25.26 
 

8th March collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £42.50 £10.00 £99.00 £5.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £165.03 £33.08 £52.94 £61.50 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £14.35 £35.00 £10.00 £20.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £10.00 £38.92 £55.00 £30.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £19.10 £41.00 £14.00 £221.00 

Added value through gift aid   £39.50   £84.38 
Particular thanks for the donations to CAFOD which, with gift aid, came to  
£652.82 

From Saturday 21st March, 2020, until further notice, the Abbey 
church will be opened at 10 a.m. from Monday to Saturday and at 
noon on Sundays and will be closed at 5 p.m. each day. There will 
be no access to the Abbey church outside of these times.   

If you are self-isolating and need help getting food or medicine, please 
give Fr. Francis a call. 

June in Ashburton tells us that the World Day of Prayer event in the town 
went very well and was very enjoyable, with about forty people in 
attendance.  The collection for charity on the day raised a splendid £300. 

SPUC Pro-life Chain of Silent Witness Totnes 
I have been asked to advertise this and haven’t heard that it has been 
cancelled:  
On Saturday 25th April 2020 between 11.00am and 1.00pm members of 
the South Devon Branch SPUC will be taking part in a countrywide act of 
witness to the lives of the 9 million unborn babies killed by abortion since 
the implementation of the Abortion Act on 27th April 1968. 
You are invited to come and witness with us in Totnes on the A385 
between the blue bridge outside KEVICC School and the intersection with 
the Western Bypass. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your 
lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

 
A pastor’s wife was preparing pancakes for 
her young sons. The boys began to argue 
over who would get the first pancake. Their 
Mother saw the opportunity for a moral 
lesson: “If Jesus were sitting here, He would 
say, "Let my brother have the first pancake. 
I can wait." The oldest boy turned to his 
younger brother and said, "You be Jesus." 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
A week last Friday saw the children once more coming to school in non-uniform. We were supporting Sport Relief - I say 
we, as the staff also donated £1 for the privilege of coming in sport attire. Interestingly, in the not too distant past, most of 
the boys, and some of the girls, would have come in wearing football kit but now there is a much wider range of sportswear 
in evidence. Many more children are now involved in martial arts and one of our children was very proudly wearing his 
kick boxing outfit, having recently passed a grading. There are also many more gymnast and dance costumes, the latter 
activity being much more recognised these days as healthy exercise in its own right (and not just something “that girls 
do”). I also smiled to myself when I thought about ladies of a certain age (okay, I mean my age) wearing sportswear, and 
not a little Lycra. I thought back to my youth and, if there had been such an event as a sportswear non uniform day, the 
more mature ladies would probably have still been sporting their twinsets and pearls and have very little intention of joining 
in! I think times have changed for the better - although some staff confessed that this was the first time that their “PE kit” 
had seen the light of day this year. However, we do have a member of staff training to run the London Marathon - it appears 
she will have a little longer to prepare (or is that suffer?) with its postponement to October. 
This week the children have also been on some trips - Fernworthy had a little taste of Anglo-Saxon life at Escot and 
Venford went looking for signs of Spring at Stover Country Park. The weather was reasonably pleasant for both expeditions 
and we were fortunate they could both go ahead before all trips were cancelled for the foreseeable future. The trips had 
been risk assessed already in the light of the coronavirus and, as they only involved our school and were open air events, 
were deemed safe to continue. 
The school has now closed until further notice for the majority of our children, but will be remaining open for our vulnerable 
children and those of critical workers. We now enter interesting times but I will continue to keep you posted if the Editor 
has the space for my ramblings! (Ed: Certainly!) 
 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday reading 
Stop and see, be aware 
God was aware of David’s adultery with Bethsheba, Uriah’s wife, and 
how he arranged Uriah’s murder to cover his sin. Amid political and 
business ‘cover ups’ in today’s world, it’s important to ‘stop and see’ ‒ 
the beauty of nature, the beauty and goodness of your spouse. Don’t be 
too busy to recall the joys you have brought to each other.    

 

The presentation by Mackenzie Robinson 
entitled, “The Shroud; Art or Relic?” planned 
for Saturday 28th March at 3 p.m. has been 
postponed to a date to be arranged.  

Natural Fertility Regulation (NFR)  South West  - helping to build a 
'civilisation of love' - New Teacher Recruitment'…... “Marriage and 
conjugal love are by their nature ordained toward the procreation and 
education of children. Children are really the supreme gift of marriage 
and contribute in the highest degree to their parents’ welfare.” [–
Gaudium et Spes, no. 50, Second Vatican Council.]  NFR South West 
are seeking to recruit and train new teachers in the Billings Ovulation 
Method (BOM) in the Plymouth Diocese. Applicants should, preferably, 
have experience of, or a basic knowledge of, NFP, or be willing to learn 
and use the method themselves. Training will be by 10 correspondence 
modules,  covering 10 consecutive months with 3 study days per year.  
There is a discretionary cost of £250 to cover resources and training. 
More information: Christine Hudson – 07742320717 

Many thanks to Deborah in Ashburton who has sent us this report: 
I attended the modern slavery conference in Plymouth organised by Caritas on 7 March and learned a lot. I wondered if 
you would like to share my reflections in the bulletin one week? I do understand if there isn’t space. 
Human trafficking and modern slavery are, in the words of Pope Francis, ‘grievous wounds in the flesh of humanity….in 
the flesh of Christ himself’.. The event really opened my eyes to the extent of slavery in the UK and overseas and the work 
that the Catholic Church is doing. I had no idea that around 40 million people are affected worldwide and around 136000 
in the UK.  
We had some great presentations from Bishop Mark, the Medaille Trust, Stella Maris (Apostleship of the Sea) and the 
Border Force. The Medaille Trust talked about their 4Ps approach : Prevention; Protection; Prosecution and Partnerships. 
The Trust operate safe houses in the UK where they work with victims of modern slavery to help them recover and rebuild 
their lives. They could do much more with more resources https://www.medaille-trust.org.uk/  
I hadn’t appreciated how much Stella Maris do on our behalf. Around a third of all seafarers are Catholic and the 
organisation works to reach the most vulnerable through a network of over 1000 port chaplains.  The Life at Sea report 
sets out the great work they do but how much more is needed to help a group often hidden from sight 
https://www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk/life-sea-report  
Border Force talked about how people are now seen as a commodity and that victims of forced labour or trafficking may 
also be victims of debt bondage. Victims may be offered a job abroad with “free” transportation, or they may borrow money 
from the employer for the travel and a job finding fee. Once they have arrived they then find the job either does not exist 
or is not what was originally offered, and are trapped trying to pay off the debt.  
We also discussed what we can do to help – we can pray for those affected by modern slavery; support Caritas and its 
partner charities through campaigning and fundraising; look out for the signs that someone may be a victim of modern 
slavery and report our concerns (the CAB has some great advice on how to approach this 
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/immigration/trafficking/report-human-trafficking/) ; we can buy fairly traded goods or 
purchase from companies which have a modern slavery policy in place. Every action can make a difference! 
 


