
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

29th March, 2020 Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: In grave necessity, please telephone the parish priest to arrange 
a meeting.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Olive Michelmore; Walter Green; Audrey Harrison; Nanine Herring-Mason; Mary McElroy; 
Theresa Murray; Mgr. Canon Hall; Desmond Mutton; Brian Straw; Br. Thomas Smith;  
Br Meinrad Vornweg; Ada Grute; Naomi Sourbut; Margaret Murray; Frances Compton; 

Beatrice Andoe; Dom Francis McCarthy; Dom Aidan Conlon; 
 

May they rest in peace  

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Margaret McAvoy Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like 
to be included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday - Saturday Lent 
 

Phone line for prayer:  
call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 

645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

 

The presentation by Mackenzie Robinson 
entitled, “The Shroud; Art or Relic?” planned 
for Saturday 28th March at 3 p.m. has been 
postponed to a date to be arranged.  

If you are self-isolating and need help getting food or medicine, please give Fr. 
Francis a call. 

SPUC Pro-life Chain of Silent Witness Totnes 
I have been asked to advertise this and haven’t heard that it has 
been cancelled:  
On Saturday 25th April 2020 between 11.00am and 1.00pm 
members of the South Devon Branch SPUC will be taking part in a 
countrywide act of witness to the lives of the 9 million unborn babies 
killed by abortion since the implementation of the Abortion Act on 
27th April 1968. 
You are invited to come and witness with us in Totnes on the A385 
between the blue bridge outside KEVICC School and the 
intersection with the Western Bypass. 

Following the directive of our Holy Father, Pope Francis, that the worldwide Church 
should join in a day of prayer for survivors of abuse, the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of England and Wales has designated the Friday of the fifth Sunday of 
Lent for this to take place.  This year, it is to be on Friday, 3rd April.  Resources are 
available at:   
http://www.protectionofminors.va/content/tuteladeiminori/en/resources_section/da
y-of-prayer_page.html  

Live-streaming of the liturgy from the Abbey 
Holy Mass 
• 9.00 am Monday - Saturday 
• 10.30 am Sunday 
Divine Office 
Matins 
• 6.30am Monday - Friday 
• 6.30am Saturday  
• 6.45am Sunday 
Lauds  
• 7.45am Monday - Sunday 
Vespers (in Latin plain chant) 
• 6.30pm Monday - Sunday (with 

Benediction on Sunday) 
Compline 
• 8.00pm Monday - Friday 
• 8.00pm Sunday 
You can view online in any of these places:  
• www.buckfast.org.uk/live 
• Youtube.com/c/BuckfastAbbey  
• Facebook @buckfastabbeyofficialsite   

Some of you will remember the 
course Fr. Francis led a few 
years ago based on Fr. Robert 
Barron’s film series entitled 
“Catholicism”.  Fr. Barron is now 
a Bishop, but finds time to 
continue his ministry of 
preaching and teaching in such 
a clear and refreshing way.  He 
produces daily reflections on the 
gospel at Mass and these are 
available free at: 
https://dailycatholicgospel.com/
sign-up-daily-gospel 
 

 

Saskia writes:  
Have you seen that CTS are 
selling the Sunday Missal for 
just £1. I thought this would be 
good to spread the word 
amongst those on a tight 
budget and struggling to not be 
at mass each week. 
On another note. I have a 
Facebook page for the young 
people of the diocese called 
Plymouth diocese youth events. 
I am trying to encourage both 
parents and young people to 
share their learning and 
experiences during this time.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips  
with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

According to the Knight-Ridder News Service, the  
inscription on the metal bands used by the U.S.  
Department of the Interior to tag migratory birds has been changed. The bands used to bear the address of the 
Washington Biological Survey, abbreviated: "Wash. Biol. Surv." Until the agency received this letter from an Arkansas 
camper: "Dear Sirs: While camping last week I shot one of your birds. I think it was a crow. I followed the cooking 
instructions on the leg tag and I want to tell you, it was horrible." The bands are now marked Fish and Wildlife Service. 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
The last event we held in school before we closed to most of the children was our Easter Bonnet Parade. Although 
we were holding it a week early, and behind “closed doors” insofar as families were not invited to join us, it made 
sense as the art stock cupboard was awash with resources bought specially for the purpose. There were the 
obligatory fluffy chicks, polystyrene eggs, ribbon, pom-poms of every size and colour, plentiful card for forming the 
bonnets and, of course, shredded tissue paper (good for putting in the nests of said fluffy chicks). There was also the 
bonus that there were twice the materials for every child as our numbers were about half strength by then as families 
started to socially distance themselves and some were self-isolating as a precaution with coughs and colds.  
The children and staff were excited to be doing something so 
 joyful and did not hold back with their creativity or the flinging  
around of the resources. Unfortunately, some children were a  
little optimistic about the strength of the glue compared to the  
quantity of materials attached to the card. As a result, the route  
to the playground, where the outdoor parade was held, was  
scattered with pieces of tissue, pom-poms and the occasional  
chick. It didn’t help that it was also a bit of a breezy day and the  
fall out (or is that fall off) continued outside. A winner was chosen  
from each class and Miss Slack, who is nothing if not very  
organised, produced an Easter Egg at very short notice as a  
prize for each winning entry. The only people a little disappointed  
with the event were the cleaners who walked into the post-craft  
activity mayhem unprepared. Fortunately, they are very good  
ladies and, with a shrug of their collective shoulders, made  
short work of the escaped pom-poms and chicks with a powerful vacuum and a bit of elbow grease!  

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday reading 
The Lord will lead us back together 
Ezekiel’s words apply to us when we are going through tough times 
in our relationship, when intimacy, physical or otherwise, seems 
impossible. At such times, Jesus weeps for us as He did for 
Lazarus. He will bring us back together if we ask Him and are 
willing to be vulnerable enough to explore together the changes we 
need to make. 

Natural Fertility Regulation (NFR)  South West  
- helping to build a 'civilisation of love' - New 
Teacher Recruitment'…... “Marriage and 
conjugal love are by their nature ordained 
toward the procreation and education of 
children. Children are really the supreme gift of 
marriage and contribute in the highest degree 
to their parents’ welfare.” [–Gaudium et Spes, 
no. 50, Second Vatican Council.]  NFR South 
West are seeking to recruit and train new 
teachers in the Billings Ovulation Method 
(BOM) in the Plymouth Diocese. Applicants 
should, preferably, have experience of, or a 
basic knowledge of, NFP, or be willing to learn 
and use the method themselves. Training will 
be by 10 correspondence modules,  covering 
10 consecutive months with 3 study days per 
year.  There is a discretionary cost of £250 to 

 From Vicki Dunstone:  
On behalf of everyone working for the Catholic Children’s Society 
(Plymouth), in these extraordinary and challenging times we would 
like all our loyal supporters and parishioners to know that you are 
all held in our daily prayers.  The Lord has the world pleading with 
him for a swift end to this. 
In light of the current guidelines, we have decided to postpone our 
Annual General meeting due to be held on Monday, 20 April 2020, 
our Great Big Diocesan Quiz planned for Friday, 24 April and our 
Annual Mass scheduled for Thursday, 18 June at Buckfast Abbey.  
We hope to rearrange these wonderful events and resume our 
fundraising with renewed vigour as I feel sure that there will be 
many more families in need of our love, support and financial 
assistance once this is all over. 
In the meantime, we are looking for  enthusiastic, new Trustee 
Directors to fill vacancies that have arisen as a result of retirement.  
We provide help to families in urgent need and to alleviate child 
poverty, avoid neglect or abuse and prevent homelessness.  
Where possible, the Society aims to educate parents and enable 
them to provide a better quality of family life.  We are looking for 
experienced members of the public to guide the charity and ensure 
it is managed effectively.  We are seeking Trustee Directors who 
have strategic vision, independent judgement, the ability to think 
creatively and a willingness to speak their mind.  We are especially 
interested in hearing from people with the time, enthusiasm and 
commitment to take an active role.   
The Board meets at least four times a year and whilst the position 
is voluntary and unpaid, reasonable travelling expenses are paid 
as per our policy.  To find out more, please contact Shelagh 
Fearnley or Andrea Rodgers on 01364 645420 for an informal chat 
and an information pack. 

From Fr. Jon Bielawski: 
THE GOD WHO SPEAKS: 
The next sessions of the Diocesan teaching 
tour have had to be postponed. BUT… the talks 
which were enthusiastically received, have 
been recorded and are available on the 
Diocesan Website (http://www.plymouth-
diocese.org.uk ) and on Facebook 
(@plymouthdiocese on Facebook).                                                             
1) How Catholics Read the Bible   
2) Christ in the Old Testament                    
3) The Fulfilment of the Covenant in the New 
Testament.  
Let’s use our ‘lockdown’ time profitably.                                                     
Further Scriptural resources are available on 
www.stpaulrepository.com 
 

 


