
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

5th April, 2020 Palm Sunday 

 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: In grave necessity, please telephone the parish priest to arrange 
a meeting.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Beryl Baker; Marie Gordon; Harry Hunt; Jane Simpson; Mother Joseph Magdalen;  
Thomas Dowling; Jane Parsons; Sydney Goulding; Jane Young; Stanley Hird; Clare Hodge; 

Mary Le Hunte Ward; Angela Carey; Dorothea Marriott; Norma Small;  
Mary Moll; Pamela Daly; 

 

May they rest in peace  

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Margaret McAvoy Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like to 
be included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday  Lent 
Tuesday Lent 

Wednesday Lent 
Thursday  Maundy Thursday 

Friday Good Friday 
Saturday Holy Saturday 

 

If you are self-isolating and need help getting food or medicine, please give Fr. 
Francis a call. 

Following the Bishops’ instructions for this year: 
On Palm Sunday the blessing and procession of palms is omitted.  Holy 
Mass, including the reading of the Passion, will begin at 1030. 
On Maundy Thursday, the Mass of the Lord’s Supper will begin at 6 p.m.  
The Washing of the Feet is omitted and there is no procession to an Altar of 
Repose.  However, some of the monks will gather in the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel at 8 p.m. to watch and pray for a while before proceeding to sing 
Compline as usual. 
On Good Friday most of the liturgy, beginning at 3 p.m., will be as usual.  The 
Cross will be unveiled, but only the Celebrant will kiss it.  Then it will be 
elevated for a moment of veneration by the monks.  At Compline (8.15 p.m.) 
the Relic of the True Cross will be placed on the High Altar.  At the end of the 
Service it will be elevated for a moment of veneration. 
On Holy Saturday, the Paschal Vigil will begin at 9 p.m. the Paschal Candle 
will be prepared and lit inside the Abbey church; there will not be a fire outside. 
The Exultet and the Liturgy of the Word will take place as usual, but there will 
not be the Blessing of Baptismal Water.  The monks will renew their Baptismal 
Vows after the Homily. 

Live-streaming this week: 
Palm Sunday 

0645 Matins 
0745 Lauds 
1030 Holy Mass 
1830 Vespers & 

Benediction 
2000 Compline 

Monday - Wednesday 
0630 Matins 
0745 Lauds 
0900 Holy Mass 
1830 Vespers 
2000 Compline 

Maundy Thursday 
0630 Matins 
0745 Lauds 
1800 Holy Mass 
2000 Watching 
2015 Compline 

Good Friday 
0630 Matins 
0745 Lauds 
1500 Celebration of 

the Passion 
2015 Compline & 

veneration of the 
True Cross 

Holy Saturday 
0645 Matins 
0745 Lauds 
1830 Vespers 
2100 Paschal Vigil 

You can view online in any of these 
places:  
www.buckfast.org.uk/live   
Youtube.com/c/BuckfastAbbey   
Facebook @buckfastabbeyofficialsite    
 

Please pray for  
the repose of the soul of 

Frank Milton 

 
who died on 28th March. 

Frank worshipped at  
St. Benedict’s, Buckfastleigh  

In these difficult times it is only 
possible for immediate family to 

attend his funeral.  Fr. Francis will 
pray for him at Mass and we will 

have a memorial service when things 
are back to normal.  

 
 

It is a great sadness that it will not be 
possible for the Faithful to attend the 
liturgies of the Holy Triduum and 
Easter Sunday this year.  The 
monks will be celebrating these 
services in the Abbey church and 
they will be livestreamed so that you 
can join your prayers with ours.  
Following guidance from the Holy 
See, the Bishops of England and 
Wales have directed that some 
elements of the liturgies should be 
omitted this year, but we will do our 
best to offer you dignified and 
spiritually enriching celebrations in 
which to participate at home. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips  
with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

How grandchildren perceive their grandparents 
1. I was in the bathroom, putting on my makeup, 
under the watchful eyes of my young  
granddaughter, as I'd done many times before.  
After I applied my lipstick and started to leave, the little one said, "But Grandma, you forgot to kiss the toilet paper 
good-bye!" I will probably never put lipstick on again without thinking about kissing the toilet paper good-bye.... 
 

2. My young grandson called the other day to wish me Happy Birthday. He asked me how old I was, and I told him, 72. 
My grandson was quiet for a moment, and then he asked, "Did you start at 1?" 
 

3. After putting her grandchildren to bed, a grandmother changed into old slacks and a droopy blouse and proceeded 
to wash her hair. As she heard the children getting more and more rambunctious, her patience grew thin. Finally, she 
threw a towel around her head and stormed into their room, putting them back to bed with stern warnings. As she left 
the room, she heard the three-year-old say with a trembling voice, "Who was THAT?" 
 

4. A grandmother was telling her little granddaughter what her own childhood was like. "We used to skate outside on 
a pond. I had a swing made from a tire; it hung from a tree in our front yard. We rode our pony. We picked wild 
raspberries in the woods." The little girl was wide-eyed, taking this all in. At last she said, "I sure wish I'd gotten to know 
you sooner!" 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
Although St Mary’s School was closed last week, it will be re-opening next week as we play our part in providing 
childcare for the key workers, or critical staff, who are keeping our country running whilst we try to hold fast and sit out 
the worst of the spread of Covid-19.  
Whilst the over-riding message from the government to families is that children should be looked after at home, 
wherever possible, to limit the spread of the virus, there are two criteria for children attending school during the 
closedown. During term time we are open for children who are described as “vulnerable”, for example, children with 
Education, Health and Care Plans (what used to be known as “Statements of Additional Educational Need”) or children 
whose families have the support of a Social Worker, as well as the children of key workers.  In the holidays, schools 
are only expected to be open to the children of key workers.  
As a result, we were open for the first week of the schools’ closedown, which was technically the last week of term, 
and Miss Slack had rapidly identified the children who were entitled to attend and had drawn up staff rotas to match 
the needs of those children. Guidance during this time has been changing rapidly as needs are identified and the advice 
is fine-tuned as the situation continues to develop. A whole myriad of aspects have to be considered, in a swiftly 
changing situation, whilst ensuring that safeguarding is maintained at all times but also minimising contact for staff.  
Having said all that, the atmosphere in school was a relaxed affair. Rooms were set out so that everyone could maintain 
the  two metre distance from each other, for example, individual mats were laid out with a Lego selection on each one, 
with strict rules on sharing the bricks! The children were reminded to keep apart whenever they drifted together and 
staff held long distance conversations spread out across rooms or the playground.  
The government are not expecting “learning” to continue in school but staff have set online learning for their classes 
which the children were able to access at the start of the day on the school laptops.  After that, outdoor activities were 
generally the order of the day, taking advantage of the bright sunshine, albeit with a chilly wind. For the first few days, 
there were ten or eleven children which reduced down to five by the end of the week. We are uncertain how many 
children will be in school next week so the staff rota has a range of options from definitely in, coming in with the 
possibility of being sent home again or on standby for a phone call depending on staff availability and numbers of 
children. Flexibility and a willingness to embrace change are definitely the order of the day! 
 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday reading 
Challenged when we witness how others love 
St Paul recognises the amazing humility of Jesus who accepts 
death on the cross out of love for God and us. We wonder and are 
challenged by the joy of a friend who daily visits his wife who has 
dementia; in his great love he feeds her, puts her to bed each 
evening, prays with her. Could we love like this? 

Phone line for prayer: call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

From Fr. Jon Bielawski: 
THE GOD WHO SPEAKS: 
The next sessions of the Diocesan teaching 
tour have had to be postponed. BUT… the talks 
which were enthusiastically received, have 
been recorded and are available on the 
Diocesan Website (http://www.plymouth-
diocese.org.uk ) and on Facebook 
(@plymouthdiocese on Facebook).                                                             
1) How Catholics Read the Bible   
2) Christ in the Old Testament                    
3) The Fulfilment of the Covenant in the New 
Testament.  
Let’s use our ‘lockdown’ time profitably.                                                     
Further Scriptural resources are available on 
www.stpaulrepository.com 
 

Marriage Care 
Counselling sessions can be booked via our appointments phone 
line - 0800  389 3801 - or by emailing 
 appointments@marriagecare.org.uk .  
We know that support for marriages and relationships at this time 
will be more vital than ever so we would like to assure you that our 
services are still available and online access is simple and easy to 
use. 

Parish Lottery. 
In order to be able to demonstrate fairness, the lottery draw always 
takes place in the presence of three people.  At the moment it is 
impossible to achieve that safely.  Another difficulty would be 
drawing the cheques and delivering them, since most of the Abbey 
staff are working from home. 
So we hope you will understand if we defer the monthly draws for 
the time being.  This decision will be reviewed in three months’ 
time.  If problems persist, we may try to find another way of 
carrying out the draws and delivering the prizes. 


