
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Very many thanks to Jude, who has  
made up for the lack of flowers in our 
empty churches by building an Easter 
garden at home:  
 

 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

12th April, 2020 The Resurrection of the Lord 

 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: In grave necessity, please telephone the parish priest to arrange 
a meeting.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Ada Sass; Elizabeth Long; Alan Hitchcock; Jules Donn; Gertrude Donald; Mary Nicholls; 
Hilda Hull; Anna Kermigle; Roberta Cumming; Francis Hext; Dom Joseph Buguet;  

June Tarasiuk; Sheila O’Sullivan; Maud Emmett; Vida Morris; Dom Dunstan Goetz; 
Edward Causton; Alan Thiede; Henry O’Brien; Fredrick Northcote;  

Dom Celestine Byrne; Louise Mann;  
 

May they rest in peace  

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Margaret McAvoy Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday – 
Saturday 

Easter 
Octave 

 

If you are self-isolating and need help getting food or medicine, please give Fr. 
Francis a call. 

Live-streaming this week returns to 
the regular times: 

Sundays 
Matins 6.45 a.m. 
Lauds 7.45 a.m. 
Holy Mass 10.30 a.m. 
Vespers & 
Benediction 

6.30 p.m. 

Monday - Saturday 
Matins 6.30 a.m. 
Lauds 7.45 a.m. 
Holy Mass 9.00 a.m. 
Vespers 6.30 p.m. 

During Easter Week, the monks say 
Compline privately.  Thereafter it will 
be livestreamed from Sunday to 
Friday at 8 p.m. 
You can view online in any of these 
places:  
www.buckfast.org.uk/live   
Youtube.com/c/BuckfastAbbey   
Facebook @buckfastabbeyofficialsite    
 

Seeing is believing… 
The monks have been really delighted 
that all the services in the Abbey which 
have been livestreamed since the 
‘lockdown’ have been watched and are 
humbled by the many appreciative 
comments. 
Naturally, it was anticipated that more 
people would tune in to the services of 
the Triduum and Easter, but we couldn’t 
believe our eyes when the viewing 
figures came out for the Celebration of 
the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday 
afternoon.  Over 42,000 people have 
viewed the broadcast. 
Amongst all the terrible effects of the 
pandemic, it is a relief to see some 
positive developments.  By enabling 
people far away to share in our prayer 
in this way, are the monks discovering 
a new way of sharing the life of Christ? 

Many thanks to Simon who, via Chris, 
has asked that this poem be included 
in the newsletter.  It was written by 
Marlene, who used to work in the 
Abbey shops. 
The monks feel very blessed to be 
where they are – always, and even 
more in these challenging times. 
 
The Monks are isolating. 
They're sitting in their cells. 
They look out of their windows and 
listen to the bells. 
Their days are very much the same. 
They worship eat and pray  
And wonder at the fuss of this,  
The lockdown here today. 
 

The peace they find at Buckfast,  
I am feeling as I stand  
Surrounded by the beauty 
That's here on every hand. 
No visitors are here now,  
Just the butterflies and bees 
And birds that fly above me 
Before settling in the trees. 
 

The daffodils and tulips 
Are showing off their dresses. 
They dance and sway the day away 
Oblivious of our stresses. 
 

Let's make the most of quiet times 
And talking on the phone 
To loved ones that we cannot see 
Cos we have to stay at home. 
And like the Monks of Buckfast 
We can worship, eat and pray. 
Appreciate the precious things. 
Enjoy living every day. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

More of “How grandchildren perceive their grandparents” 
5. My grandson was visiting one day when he asked, "Grandma, do you know how you and God are alike?" I mentally 
polished my halo and I said, "No, how are we alike?'' "You're both old," he replied. 
6. A little girl was diligently pounding away on her grandfather's word processor. She told him she was writing a story. 
"What's it about?" he asked.  "I don't know," she replied. "I can't read." 
7. I didn't know if my granddaughter had learned her colours yet, so I decided to test her. I would point out something 
and ask what colour it was. She would tell me and was always correct. It was fun for me, so I continued. At last, she 
headed for the door, saying, "Grandma, I really think you should try to figure out some of these colours yourself!" 
8. When my grandson Billy and I entered our vacation cabin, we kept the lights off until we were inside to keep from 
attracting pesky insects. Still, a few fireflies followed us in. Noticing them before I did, Billy whispered, "It's no use 
Grandpa. Now the mosquitoes are coming after us with flashlights." 
9. When my grandson asked me how old I was, I teasingly replied, "I'm not sure." "Look in your underwear, Grandpa," 
he advised "Mine says I'm 4 to 6." (WOW! I really like this one -- it says I'm only '38'!) 
10. A second grader came home from school and said to her grandmother, "Grandma, guess what? We learned how 
to make babies today." The grandmother, more than a little surprised, tried to keep her cool. "That's interesting." she 
said. "How do you make babies?" "It's simple," replied the girl. "You just change 'y' to 'i' and add 'es'." 
13. A 6-year-old was asked where his grandma lived. "Oh," he said, "she lives at the airport, and whenever we want 
her, we just go get her. Then, when we're done having her visit, we take her back to the airport." 
14. Grandpa is the smartest man on earth! He teaches me good things, but I don't get to see him enough to get as 
smart as him! 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
School has been open this week with less than a handful of staff looking after less than a handful of children but, for 
those who have been in, it has been a helpful dose of company, albeit held at a two metre distance. The children, as 
children are apt to do, have accepted the new “normal” with surprising speed and equanimity. Children who would 
probably prefer to have a worm, three pebbles and a sticky sweet in their pocket, and the grubby hands to go with it, 
are now used to the first stop on arrival at school being the sinks to give their hands a good wash. They also know that 
they will have to do it again at regular points throughout the day. Teaching staff have now started on a fortnightly 
schedule of contacting the parents and carers of every child in the school just to “touch base” and check how things 
are going. Parents are then able to share their concerns and ask for tips and support with the online learning which 
continues to be set and checked by the teachers.  
New guidance continues to flow in from many quarters and the school routines and rota drawn and re-drawn to reflect 
the best knowledge at any given time. Staff are now allocated to “shifts” which will work as two separate groups in a 
week on, week off pattern so that, if anyone gets ill, there will be whole group of staff who will not have been in their 
company recently. This should give the school a degree of resilience if the worst comes to the worst and a whole group 
of people have to self-isolate. 
Next week, the number of children may rise slightly as it is theoretically the new term and more children are entitled to 
be cared for in school. However, with the over-riding advice being to keep the children home wherever possible, to limit 
the spread of the virus, we are not expecting a huge influx at all. 
As a community, the virus is starting to lap at our shores, with the son of a member of staff just recovering from it and 
a parent reporting that a neighbour had sadly passed away. But also, as a community we are pleased to welcome new 
life into our family with Mrs Owen, a long standing member of staff, being transformed into a grandma by the safe 
arrival of a new grandson. A new life, at the start of Spring, when everything around us is bursting into life in the 
sunshine (is the new normal to be sunny Bank Holidays - let’s hope so!). But, as we celebrate Easter more distantly 
than we have ever known, we are bound by the hope and knowledge that we will come through this together, probably 
stronger, hopefully wiser, and maybe a little kinder. We have been shown, in no uncertain terms by the current health 
crisis, that we all, from the smallest community to the global one, must depend on each other and do whatever we can 
to help the greater good. 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings    Love our spouse just as they are 
The different behaviour patterns of Jesus’ friends are well illustrated in these Scriptures. Jesus loved each of them 
exactly as they were, just as He loves each of us. Our challenge is to really love our spouse, just as they are, with all 
the differences that we have. It’s a lifelong journey, but like Jesus’ friends, our understanding can grow. 

Phone line for prayer: call 01364 72768 Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Some information from the Young Vincentians Team of the St. Vincent de Paul Society: 
We have done as much as possible over the last few weeks to maintain all our youth apostolates virtually and to provide 
additional spiritual resources and activities for all our young people to engage in schools and parishes and at home 
with their families. We have been very pleased to be able to launch all 3 of our newly created youth microsites live as 
well so we now have three fully operationally microsites that are full of brand new resources. Please find the links below 
and have a look for yourself. We would be very grateful if you could pass these links on to whoever you might feel 
would benefit from them and do try and join in with our Easter Display competition idea and look out for posts relating 
to these appearing on our social media channels too (Twitter: @SVPEnglandWales, Facebook: 
@SVPEnglandandWales, Instagram: @SVPEnglandWales).- Mini Vinnies: https://www.svp.org.uk/mini-vinnies  - 
Youth SVP: https://www.svp.org.uk/youth-svp - B-Attitudes: https://www.svp.org.uk/b-attitude  


