The Abbey Parish Newsletter
3rd May, 2020 Fourth Sunday of Easter

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish

Confessions: In grave necessity, please telephone the parish priest to arrange
a meeting. Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish
Liturgical Calendar:
Monday

St. Richard Reynolds
& all Martyrs of
England & Wales

Tuesday –
Saturday

Eastertide

“Oremus pro invicem”

Please pray for those who are sick:
Geraldine Thompson
Margaret McAvoy

Pat Hedges
Fred Cooke

If you or someone you know would like to be
included here, please contact
Fr. Francis

Phone line for prayer: call 01364 72768
Parish Priest:

Fr. Francis Straw;

01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk
Live-streaming:
Sundays
Matins
6.45 a.m.
Lauds
7.45 a.m.
Holy Mass
10.30 a.m.
Vespers
&
6.30 p.m.
Benediction
Compline
8.00 p.m.
Monday - Saturday
Matins
6.30 a.m.
Lauds
7.45 a.m.
xx
Holy Mass
9.00 a.m.
Vespers
6.30 p.m.
Compline
Mon-Fri: 8 p.m.
You can view online in any of these
places:
www.buckfast.org.uk/live
Youtube.com/c/BuckfastAbbey
Facebook @buckfastabbeyofficialsite

Catholic South West
The publishers of this and
other
Catholic
Diocesan
newspapers have set up a
website where it can be
viewed, since printed editions
are not being produced at the
moment. Please visit
www.ChurchPaper.co.uk

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time:
Marcelle Bickford; Msgr. Anthony Gilby; Kevin Smyth; Emma Strickland; Maude Whately;
George Daire; Phyllis Bromage; Frederick Gould; Rose Smith; Josef Hogbin; Beatrice Seaton;
Patrick Jennings; Emily Cutten; Beryl Beard;
May they rest in peace

If you are self-isolating and need help getting food or medicine, please give
Fr. Francis a call.
Adrian & Sue would like to thank everyone who sent us messages of
congratulations and good wishes on the occasion of our 40th Wedding
Anniversary last Sunday. We were very touched by all the lovely
greetings we received. You helped to make our day really special in the
current situation. Special thanks also to Fr. Francis for including us in
the Bidding Prayers at Mass that day. We hope you all keep safe and
well.
CAFOD, the Catholic Agency in England and Wales for Overseas
Development, launched its coronavirus emergency appeal on 30 April.
Coronavirus (Covid-19) has now spread worldwide, with confirmed cases in
many countries where CAFOD works. The effects of coronavirus on
developing countries are likely to be devastating. Many countries have very
weak healthcare systems and will not be able to cope. Families without enough
to eat and without access to clean water, possibly living with other diseases,
will be particularly vulnerable to coronavirus. It is not just a public health
emergency. Many of the world’s most vulnerable people will lose their jobs and
be unable to support their families. The poorest and most marginalised
communities, working hard to transform their lives, will be pushed further into
poverty. CAFOD is adapting its programmes to help manage the risk of
coronavirus in communities and working with local Church aid agencies on the
frontline of this crisis. They are already working to get food to where it is
needed most; to improve hygiene, handwashing and sanitation in communities
and households; producing radio messages, posters and leaflets in local
languages on risks and prevention; and training community volunteers to carry
out awareness campaigns. In order to continue protecting and improving the
lives of those in poor communities, your prayers and gifts are needed now
more than ever. You can donate at www.cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal
Another way to show your love for our brothers and sisters across the world is
to sign CAFOD’s petition asking the UK government to ensure that the most
vulnerable and marginalised people are the priority in the UK’s international
efforts as well as at home. Go to https://e-activist.com/page/59334/petition/1

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)

http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/

Firstly, in case you were wondering, you will be relieved to hear that I have successfully completed my First Aid refresher
training (unless you have the misfortune to suffer a medical episode and I am nearby - then, knowing my frailties in the
CPR department, you may wish I had failed and someone else could take over!).
Meanwhile, we are starting to hear from the children at home and the learning they are doing. We had a lovely picture
from one of our Venford children, Olivia, who had been working on a bug hotel and sent us a photo of the finished result.

In school, life continues to tick along quietly with little change at present. Of course, on the horizon, is the prospect of
re-opening for more children. At this stage, there is little information at school level as to what this will look like so, in
some ways, it is wasted energy to speculate. However, there will probably be a need for some sort of physical distancing
- whether that is possible between children or whether it will be between the children and adults. We are fortunate that
the builders have been able to continue their work on preparing two new classrooms in the old Convent. This means we
may have two whole additional rooms to disperse the children across. The only limiting factor at the moment is that the
order for a new staircase has only just been submitted so we may have to invoke some sort of pulley system and
fireman’s pole to access the areas but I’m sure the children will enjoy that. Alternatively we could use the existing external
spiral fire escape but that would not be nearly as much fun.
Supplies of PPE are starting to trickle in to the school and are nothing dramatically different from what we had before
insofar as we have received some gloves, aprons and sanitiser. Whether we will need anything more dramatic will, of
course, depend on the scientific advice leading the re-opening. I personally would hope that I can remain mask-free as
far as possible as my office has glass panels across the hatch so I could wave to, and communicate with, the children
and not risk compromising any physical distancing guidelines. In fact, I could lock my door and keep everyone out and
even staff could only enter my social bubble upon invitation which sounds like a good way of continuing to get some
work done without so many interruptions!
Marriage Matters:
Reflections on the Sunday readings.
Feeding your sheep
John 10:10 describes us as ‘sheep’. God
watches over and feeds us with his Word,
and in the Eucharist. With God’s help we
have created a few more sheep, so we pray
for His help, read books, use the internet to
protect our children from the harm done by
the ‘media’ and many of today ‘addictions’.
That’s being good shepherds.
MISSION MADE POSSIBLE
Is the thought of sharing your faith with
family friends and others just too scary?
Are you thinking; ‘that’s not for me, I could
never do that’ or perhaps you just don’t
know where to start? Well you are not
alone. JOIN CATHOLICS IN OUR
DIOCESE AND ACROSS THE GLOBE
WHO FEEL EXACTLY THE SAME WAY.
With the encouragement of Bishop Mark,
you are invited to take part at home, and
learn how to have these conversations
appropriately and without feeling awkward.
If you would like to learn more please send
an email with your telephone number to
jonathan.bielawski@prcdtr.org.uk
and
follow this link to watch the overview video
titled
‘How
to
Evangelise’
https://wp.me/paTncV-8rl

Caritas Plymouth Quarterly Update
For the latest newsletter, please go to
https://www.plymouthdiocese.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2020/04/Fourthnewsletter-April-2020.pdf
It shares our recent work and highlights
the positive actions that have been
happening
during
the
current
Coronavirus and the many ways in
which people are supporting each
other. It also features and introduction
to the new Diocesan Manager of
Caritas, who is a parishioner of this
parish: Deborah Fisher, who worships
in Ashburton. She would love to hear
and share your stories so please do get
in
touch
with
Deborah
caritas@prcdtr.org.uk with any news or
updates.
He fills your mouth with laughter and
your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21)
How Many Dogs Does It Take to Change
A Light Bulb?
Dachshund: You know I can't reach that
stupid lamp!
Rottweiler: Make me.
Boxer: Who cares? I can still play with
my squeaky toys in the dark. Labrador:
Oh, me, me!!!!! Pleeeeeeeeeze let me
change the light bulb! Can I? Can I?
Huh?
Huh?
Huh?
Can
I?
Pleeeeeeeeeze, please, please, please!

By April 29, over 967 people in
the Amazon region had died of
COVID-19, with 16.498 having
tested
positive
for
the
coronavirus.
Mauricio Lopez, REPAM’S
executive secretary, also told
Crux some local governments
“have
been
unable
to
implement
adequate
measures to care for the most
vulnerable communities.”He
pointed to many communities
in the nine-country Amazon
region that live in semiisolation or in voluntary
isolation.
“The mandatory lockdown and
its enforcement in the cities
has left the region more
vulnerable to illegal mining
industries,
that
are
responsible not only for the
destruction they’re causing to
the ecosystem, but are also to
blame for importing the virus
to the region, to communities
that have an immune system
that is very different to ours,”
he said.
Full article:
www.cruxnow.com
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