
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF  
PRAYER FOR EASTERN CHRISTIANS 
The International Day of Prayer for  
Eastern Christians enables Eastern and  
Western Christians to come together in  
communion through prayer, and is  
shared by the Eastern Churches in  
communion with the Bishop of Rome,  
including the Armenian Catholic,  
Chaldean, Coptic Catholic, Ethiopian  
and Eritrean Catholic (in Africa), Greek  
Melkite, Maronite, Syrian Catholic,  
Syro-Malabar (in India), Syro-Malankara  
(in India). 
The day is organised by Oeuvre d’Orient in Paris and takes place on Sunday 17th May 2020. 
For more than 160 years, the Catholic charity Oeuvre d’Orient has been supporting Eastern Christians in the Middle East 
and sustaining the survival of Christianity in the Biblical lands.  Oeuvre d’Orient currently manages over 1500 long-term 
projects in humanitarian aid, education, healthcare and social aid, evangelisation and pastoral support, across 23 
countries of the Middle East, India and North Africa. FACE – as the British sister branch of Oeuvre d’Orient - delivers 
grant aid directly to projects organised by the local dioceses and religious congregations of the Eastern Catholic Churches 
- to the benefit of all, of all faiths and none. If you would like further information on the mission of FACE and Oeuvre 
d’Orient, or would like to support its work by way of voluntary service or a donation, please contact: 
facecharityuk@gmail.com 
The Eastern Christians are direct descendants of the Early Christians and trace their roots back to apostolic times. There 
are more than 26 million Eastern Christians living in the Middle East and surrounding regions. For Western Christians, 
they provide a direct link to the Early Church, leading us to the roots of Christianity and showing us, through their tradition 
and witness, a living faith in Christ. 
What can you do? 
Pray for them; Bear witness to Christ; get to know the Easter Christians, many of who have representatives in this country; 
be an advocate for their rights; be fully Catholic: To  be  fully  Catholic  means thinking  of  the  whole  Church. 
Eastern Catholics are also part of the Universal Catholic Church, in which the Eastern Catholic Churches are in 
communion with the Bishop of Rome. 
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 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: In grave necessity, please telephone the parish priest to arrange 
a meeting.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Hugh Bullard; Richard Rymer Cooper; Maria Vetter; Eva Witt; Mary Roberts;  
Mary Stuart; Louisa Ash; Elizabeth Bodenham; Joseph Healey; Maurice Turner;  

Francis Puddicombe; Kathleen Ferrero; 

May they rest in peace  

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Margaret McAvoy Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday Eastertide 
Tuesday Ss. Dunstan, Ethelwold 

& Oswald 
Wednesday Eastertide 
Thursday Ascension of the Lord 

Friday Eastertide 
Saturday Eastertide 

 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

If you are self-isolating and need help getting food or medicine, please give 
Fr. Francis a call. 

Live-streaming: 
Sundays 

Matins 6.45 a.m. 
Lauds 7.45 a.m. 
Holy Mass 10.30 a.m. 
Vespers & 
Benediction 

6.30 p.m. 

Compline 8.00 p.m. 
Monday - Saturday 

Matins 6.30 a.m. 
Lauds 7.45 a.m. 
Holy Mass 9.00 a.m. 
Vespers 6.30 p.m. 
Compline Mon-Fri: 8 p.m. 

You can view online in any of these places:  
www.buckfast.org.uk/live   
Youtube.com/c/BuckfastAbbey   
Facebook @buckfastabbeyofficialsite    
 

Please pray for the repose 
of the soul of 

 

Joan Prescott 
 

Who lived in South Brent 
and who died  

on Saturday 9th May  
after a short illness. 

 
May she rest in peace. 

 
Funeral arrangements have 

yet to be finalised. 

Please remember Fr. Christopher in your 
prayers.  Sadly, he has contracted 
coronavirus, though so far he has few 
symptoms, so we have reason to hope he will 
soon recover.  He is in isolation in the care 
home in Cardiff 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)       
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

 

With each day that goes by, I expect to know a little more about 
future plans for opening schools and, over the past couple of 
weeks, information has been coming thick and fast. However, 
there is still a vast amount of uncertainty about when we will take 
another step along the way to full opening. Miss Slack, our 
headteacher, has the unenviable job of trying to bring the staff and 
buildings to readiness against this ever changing “will we, won’t 
we?” scenario. One thing is sure, when we do open, which we will 
at some point be it near or far in the future, we must be fully 
prepared for the changes and challenges ahead.  
The school will have to be ready - welcoming and familiar for the 
children. The staff will need to be mentally prepared to support the 
children and their families through another unusual episode in our 
school life. New routines to meet the scientific guidance will need 
to be in place. To prepare for these many demands, staff have 
been coming into school for a slightly increased period of time 
each week and have spent their time cleaning rooms and 
equipment, refreshing displays and resources and generally 
getting the school spick and span. Most find that being in school 
and actively involved in the preparations with their colleagues is 
positive and, indeed, quite comforting as it is a small return to 
routine and normality. However, timing is everything, and one can 
only hope that our efforts reach fruition at a similar time to a 
decision on the next step for schools being finalised! 
On another note, we continue to hear from our children about their 
home learning and parents have been sending in photos of their 
children at work and at play. The children in school have been 
creating rainbows for display on our website. A clever member of 
staff realised that rainbows are symmetrical and the children 
painted half a rainbow and folded the paper to create a full one - it 
makes a very topical change from the butterfly paintings that are 
usually created. It’s a good job I’m not in charge of art because I 
would never have thought to make a rainbow this way! The 
children have also been cooking and baking regularly and this 
week they made cup cakes as a belated VE Day celebration. Next 
week, Miss Slack will be helping the children to mark Laudato Si’. 
Whatever happens, life at St Mary's is busy, our surroundings 
beautiful and our community strong. Even in the midst of this crisis, 
we have much to be thankful for. 
 
Marriage Matters:   
Reflections on the Sunday readings. 
Listen to Jesus within ourselves and within our partner 
Jesus is in me and in you! In marriage we are especially 
called to honour that presence in our spouse every day. 
There may be times when we hurt each other or take each 
other for granted, leading to feelings of jealousy and 
resentment, often to arguments. At times like this the call 
is for forgiveness, for healing, for affirmation.  

Here are some of the rainbows the children created in 
school: 

 
And here are some of the pictures children sent in of 
“Lockdown Learning.” 

 
Fr. Francis writes: Typical of the loving care which all 
the staff at St. Mary’s have for the children, they 
wanted to send them all a message and came up with 
this beautiful way of doing so: 

 

He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” 
(Job 8:21)  Just space for a couple of Sunday School bloopers: 
The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert.  
The people who followed the Lord were called the 12 
decibels.  
The epistles were the wives of the apostles. 

Five years on Pope Francis' encyclical, Laudato Si', remains a profound invitation to to care for our common home. To 
mark this, Pope Francis has invited us all to participate in Laudato Si' week from 16-24 May 2020 and take action to care 
for creation.  Here in the Diocese of Plymouth, Bishop Mark, CAFOD and Caritas Plymouth invite you all to take part in 
this important week in the diocese. 
CAFOD Plymouth and Caritas Plymouth have put together some resources. We want to celebrate the good work already 
happening in our Diocese and will share some great contributions from our schools and parishes during the anniversary 
week. We are delighted that Bishop Mark has kindly recorded a video for the week. Click here to watch it: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d34OF4tUmLk&feature=youtu.be  
Other events: Tuesday, 19 May 11am-12pm  Laudato Si' Week - CAFOD Volunteer Prayer and Chat Join CAFOD 
Volunteers to reflect on passages on Laudato Si’ led by our diocesan CAFOD Coordinator Simon Giarchi and Francis 
Stewart from CAFOD’s Theology Team.  Wednesday, 20 May 6-7pm Laudato Si' Week - Vigil Mass for Ascension 
Thursday with CAFOD’s Chair of Trustees: Bishop John Arnold Join together in solidarity and prayer to celebrate a 
special Vigil Mass for Ascension Thursday during Laudato Si' week, streamed live from Salford Cathedral.  
Saturday 23 May  Canon John Deeny VG will close the week with another YouTube video talk for the diocese. 


