The Abbey Parish Newsletter
11th October, 2020 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish

Confessions: 11 a.m. on Saturdays in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish

Liturgical Calendar:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

St. Wilfrid
St. Edward the Confessor
Feria
St. Teresa of Avila
Feria
St. Ignatius of Antioch

“Oremus pro invicem”

Please pray for those who are sick:
Geraldine Thompson
Margaret McAvoy

Pat Hedges
Fred Cooke

If you or someone you know would like to be
included here, please contact
Fr. Francis

Reserving your place at Holy Mass
The online booking system is now in
operation. Just go to the Abbey’s
website, https://www.buckfast.org.uk/
and click on “Book Mass Seating”.

October 11th is Prisoners’ Sunday
On judgement day, Jesus will say:
“I was in prison and you visited me…”

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time:
Percy Hamilton-Dean; Dom Angelo Ruess; Anne Morgan; Mary Small; Alice Kalpman;
Eileen Walker; Leonard Lindsay; Martin Henle; Dom Petroc Dangel; Laura Hobson;
Louise Piers; Nora Dawson; Lucy Bond; Emma Foster; Andrew Maguire;
Dom Jerome Gladman; Ellen White;
May they rest in peace

If you are self-isolating and need help getting food or medicine, please give
Fr. Francis a call.
Phone line for
prayer: call
01364 72768

Last weekend’s collections

Parish Priest: Fr.
Francis Straw;
01364 645526;

parish@buckfast
.org.uk

Abbey 9 a.m.
Abbey 10:30 a.m.
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m.
Ashburton 10:30am
South Brent 9 a.m.

Gift Aided

£31.00
£119.25
£20.00
£15.00
£5.00

Added value through gift aid

£50.00
£15.00
£30.00
£23.75

Online

£10.00
£50.00
£23.00
£20.75

Live-streaming of daily Mass and the Divine Office continues. You can view
online
in
any
of
these
places:
www.buckfast.org.uk/live
Youtube.com/c/BuckfastAbbey Facebook @buckfastabbeyofficialsite

Cardinal Vincent Nichols, President of the
Prison Advice and Care Trust (PACT), writes:
“PACT is the majojor Catholic charity for the
support of prisoners and their families, working
in most prisons across England and Wales.
Wherever it is active, PACT relies heavily on
the support of colunteers, expressed not least
through the generosity of our parishioners.
The Gospel message for Prisoners’ Sunday
shows how God’s forgiveness and welcome
are for all: no one is exluded. So let us not
forget that the needs of prisoners are great and
growing, particularly as we emerge from the
lockdown imposed because of the coronavirus
pandemic. For prisoners this has meant being
confined to their cells for 23 hours each day
and not receiving visits from their loved ones,
including their children. We must not forget
either the prison staff who too have had to
confront the additional challenges posed as a
result of the pandemic.”
Please visit www.prisonadvice.org.uk to find
out about the work of PACT and the different
ways you can support it.

CAFOD harvest fast day
Friday 9th October, 2020
Please do donate to CAFOD what you saved by fasting. If you didn’t
manage to fast last Friday, let your sense of guilt make you even more
generous, helping those for whom fasting is not an option, but a daily
reality. Give what you can, and a little more, perhaps, by visiting:
https://cafod.org.uk/Give
The monks have given £500 in thanksgiving for the food they eat, in
reparation for the times they’ve eaten too much and out of love for
those who are hungry.

Saint Vincent de Paul Parish Group
At our second meeting last Saturday, our mentor, Simon, emphasised that
the SVP has an important spiritual dimension; the meetings always include
prayer and reflection on the scriptures as a way of motivating and supporting
all the works of charity which the members perform. We also had some very
accessible advice from Andy Kings, the Abbey’s Safeguarding
Coordinator, on ways to keep ourselves and others safe. A very important
way in which a Parish SVP Group works is by noticing when people might

be glad of a helping hand or a listening ear and then responding, either face to face or by telephone. If you notice anyone in that
position; if you feel the need of it yourself, or if you can think of ways you’d like to get involved, please reach out to the group.
Everyone present was enormously grateful to Kelvin Ellacott for offering to coordinate activities as President, to Mike Lang
for stepping forward to serve as Treasurer, and to Rachel Ellacott for her willingness to be the Secretary. Any of these people
is ready to respond if you get in touch, or you are welcome to speak with Fr. Francis or contact him by email

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/
This week we were very pleased to be informed that we had been awarded the “Achievement for All” quality mark which
the staff have been working towards for the last two years. There are many strands to the work that has been done but
one of the most visible to me has been the work on “structured conversations” that the teaching staff have had with some
of our families. These are opportunities for the staff to get a better understanding of the actual barriers that families face
when trying to access learning for their children. For example, a parent may say that they can’t help their child learn their
spellings because of lack of quiet time / space at home or a resistance of the child. The solution could be as easy as
offering the opportunity to use a corner of school with the watchful eye of the teacher “encouraging” the child to work
with their parent. Another example could be a parent who can’t help their child with their maths because they, the parent,
“are rubbish at maths”. Offering to help both the parent and child learn together in school, with the child “teaching” their
parent what they have learnt that afternoon can boost confidence all round.
I am always telling you how good St Mary’s is, in particular our headteacher, Miss Slack, but here are some of the
comments from the CEO of Achievement for All this week:"I am writing to congratulate you on achieving the Achievement for All Quality Mark. Thank you for taking time to speak
with me earlier this week, it provided me with a real ‘sense and flavour' of your ongoing work at St Mary’s and the many
interesting ways you engage with your children and families."
"I was impressed by the Quality Mark paperwork you submitted, also the time and thorough preparation you and your
coach, Cathyrn Wilks, have given to this exercise. It clearly highlights the key areas and impact of Achievement for All
and the time given by staff, parents and governors, all of whom have made important contributions to your shared
enterprise."
"I was particularly impressed by your leadership skills and the way you are able to articulate, both in your setting and
community, the vision for the future. You have worked with your skilled coach very positively, and the implementation of
structured conversations has clearly supported and developed stronger relationships with parents, embracing together
the challenges and possible solutions for their children’s learning. The work of the school counsellor is well thought out
and clearly making a difference for some of your emotionally vulnerable children."
"You described some wonderful educational opportunities and experiences that are being created at St. Mary’s."
"Your governor, Deborah, is, as you described, hugely supportive and has ensured all governors have a clear
understanding of AFA. Her very proactive and positive use of the Bubble is to be commended. The comments from the
governors are indicative of their ongoing hard work and please thank them for becoming so engaged and informed.”
"Please pass on my congratulations to your team and governors for achieving this Quality Mark Award."
Recently, the monks’ refectory
reading was “Justice on Trial” by Chris
Daw QC.
This eminent defence
barrister offers fascinating and
imaginative ways of fixing the criminal
justice system so that there are fewer
victims of crime. Well worth a read.
Marriage Matters:
Reflections on the Sunday readings.
Add another stitch
God our Father invites us all to His great wedding
feast in heaven! In living out our married life, we have
been making our wedding garments! It is woven,
sewn and stitched with all the little acts of loving
kindness, long forgotten, the courtesies in every little
action we show toward each other, our children,
family and friends.

MISSION MADE POSSIBLE
Online evangelisation formation continues in the Diocese and
beyond. The Vicariate for Evangelisation provides personal
formation for each participant to form a life changing attitude for
mission, along with a practical method for sharing their faith
sensitively and appropriately in everyday life (Genesis method). Full
information is on the diocesan website, https://www.plymouthdiocese.org.uk/missionmadepossiblesept/
ONLINE YOUTH SERVICE
Fr. Jon Bielawski writes:
I am pleased to announce the launch of our first Online Youth
Service. Please take the time to have a look at it. Many young
people across our diocese have taken a lot of time to put their
thoughts together to help produce the film. Fr Jon is already
putting together the next film for the end of this month so if you
have any young people that might be interested in taking part,
please be in touch with him and he can send you the details. To see
our youth service please go to: https://youtube/ekDqdB3_YG8
If you would like to take part in the next Youth Service please
contact youth@prcdtr.org.uk

With so-called staycations and exploring a little closer
to home the order of the day during the uncertainties of
a global pandemic, it’s the perfect time to shine a light
on some of the finest Catholic places of worship in England and Wales.
Visiting churches is a popular pastime for tourists and holidaymakers
but it’s fair to say that many Catholic ‘gems’ are largely unknown outside
their congregations. This fact inspired journalist Elena Curti, who
worked for The Tablet for many years, to chose 50 personal favourites
for her beautifully illustrated new book ‘Fifty Catholic Churches to See
Before You Die.’ The fifty churches are listed alphabetically by location.
Each entry details the church’s history, architecture and artistic
highlights. Each one has a compelling story, peopled by courageous
old Catholic families; visionary priests and religious orders; local
patrons; and poor Irish migrants who contributed their pennies, and
often their labour, to raise their places of worship. At the end of each
entry Elena lists many more churches in the vicinity that are “worth a
detour”. Also included are biographical notes of the principal architects
and artists and a glossary of architectural terms.

He fills your mouth
with laughter and
your
lips
with
rejoicing” (Job 8:21)
A man sent his friend
a cryptic Christmas
card.
It
said:
ABCDEFGHIJKMN
OPQRSTUVWXYZ.
The
recipient
puzzled over it for
weeks, finally gave
up and wrote asking for an explanation. In
July he received the explanation on a
postcard: "No L."

