
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

1st November, 2020 Solemnity of All Saints 

 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: 11 a.m. on Saturdays in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 
Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

Andrew Dahl; Barbara Rayner; Bishop John Barrett; Barbara Connolly; 
Winifred Brocklebank; David Carroll; Emelia Cheston; Margaret Northcott; 

Dom Arnold Weiler; Audrey Lady Petre; Lucy Coombes; Brian Reavey;  
Ella Roberts; Peter Bray; Evelyn Mitchell; John de Ville; Dom Jean Colin;  

Carol Karaviotis; 
 

May they rest in peace  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Margaret McAvoy Fred Cooke 

  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included here, 
please contact Fr. Francis 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday All Souls Day 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Charles Borromeo 
Thursday EBC Relatives & 

Benefactors 
Friday Feria 

Saturday Feria 
 

Phone line for 
prayer: call  

01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. 
Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.
uk 

If you are self-isolating and need help getting food or medicine, please 
give Fr. Francis a call. 

Live-streaming of daily Mass and the Divine Office 
continues. You can view online in any of these places: 
www.buckfast.org.uk/live  Youtube.com/c/BuckfastAbbey  
Facebook @buckfastabbeyofficialsite    
 

Reserving your place at Holy Mass  
The online booking system is now in operation.  Just go to 
the Abbey’s website, https://www.buckfast.org.uk/ and click 
on “Book Mass Seating”.   

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided Online 

Abbey 9 a.m. £51.09   
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £96.00 £60.00 £10.00 
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £19.00 £25.00 £50.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £12.00   
South Brent 9 a.m. £5.00 £25.00  

Added value through gift aid  £27.50 £15.00 
 

 

We had intended to have one of our collections for the Parish 
Syria Appeal next weekend. Although we won’t be collecting in 
church, please do consider donating to Aid to the Church in 
Need online by visiting https://acnuk.org/get-involved/donate/ 
and selecting their Syria Appeal.  This is the sort of project you 
will be supporting:  
When, day after day, people knocked on the door of their 
bishop, desperate for medical help, who could he turn to?  
More than half of Syria’s hospitals and other health facilities are 
closed or only partly functioning.   
There is no free helath service and, with unemployment and 
inflation skyrocketing, people in urgent need of medicine 
simply cannot afford it. 
Determined to act, Maronite Catholic Bishop Chbeir of Lattakia 
asked Aid to the Church in Need for assistance and in response 
the charity agreed a four-month programme funding medical 
care for people in and around Tartous and Lattakia in eastern 
Syria: 108 surgical operations, 1,400 prescriptions, 60 other 
medical treatments, 5 Medical administrative staff. 
During a recent fact-finding and project assessment trip to 
Syria, CAN staff met people visiting Bishop Chbeir’s house to 
receive vouchers funding medicine, surgery and other medical 
appointments. 
Rahinda Mehbany had come to collect a voucher for medicine 
to treat her heart condition. 
She and her family were displaced to Tartous after their home 
in Homs was destroyed.  Rahinda’s husband was immobilised 
by a stroke caused by the death of their 22-year-old son, who 
as killed by a sniper. 
Rahinda said: “I am so grateful to CAN.  What would I do if it 
weren’t for you?” 
Bishop Chbeir said: “This is a vital project. Survival of many sick 
people from all over the area rely on the help we can provide 
on my doorstep.” 

 

 
 

A message from the publishers: 
 

TO OUR CATHOLIC UNIVERSE AND 
CATHOLIC TIMES READERS IN THE 
PARISH:- at the moment you are unable 
to collect your paper at Mass, but you can 
get it delivered direct to your home every 
week, POST FREE.   Please go to 
www.thecatholicuniverse.com  or call them 
on 0161 820 5722 and they will arrange for 
you. SPECIAL OFFER 3 MONTHS :-
£22.00 or 12 Months:- £80.00 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

 

The staff will be returning to school on Monday, hopefully refreshed after a week’s break, for training both virtual and real-
life. Ironically, the virtual training will be about marking children's work, something which happens in real-life, and the real-
life training will be about the use of something called " Google classrooms" which is an online resource to allow all sorts 
of teaching and learning to go on wherever the children and teachers are and brings all sorts of things together in one 
spot. Can you tell that I have tried to read up on what it is and still have no clear idea about what it is or how it works? As 
I will be excused the training - obviously, not being a teacher - I shall probably still be just as unclear on Monday evening! 
Anyway, it seems to link up with all things "Google" which, in this day and age, seems to be absolutely essential and, if it 
helps teachers manage their ever-growing workload with the demands of Covid, it has to be a good thing. 
The children will be returning to school on Tuesday for what is, normally, a very busy half term. However, I think it is safe 
to say that the practices for a Carol Concert, which gather pace and become ever more intense throughout Advent, will 
not be happening this year. Currently we cannot have the children all together in one room so even our weekly 
Achievement Assemblies have to happen five times, once in each classroom. I think Miss Slack will be starting to have 
déjà vu on an hourly basis as the term progresses. Hopefully the children will be able to sing a few carols (quietly, in small 
groups!) over the coming weeks. I am just wondering if we will be able to set up some sort of "piped music" across the 
school to bring a bit of festive spirit as and when required. I know that the Abbey Education Department will be doing their 
bit with an online St Nicholas Day event, complete with activities arriving in a box for the children to do in school. I know 
they want to provide as close an experience to that which the children would normally enjoy in the Abbey. I also know that 
Alison, the Head of the Education Department, has been filming in preparation for the day. All I will say is that she now 
knows how Val Doonican must have felt in his Christmas jumper filming in front of a hot fire, on not quite such a cold day 
as one may be led to believe on screen. However, all these things lie ahead and we shall probably have to negotiate a 
whole range of restrictions and changes before we make it to Christmas but, as they say, every journey, even the trickiest, 
starts with a single step, so roll on Monday! 
 

Marriage Matters:    
Reflections on the Sunday readings.   
Do we both work hard and devotedly? 
We cannot avoid being challenged by the devotion, 
protection and love given to the followers of Jesus by St 
Paul and his companions. Can we say with equal certainty 
that in living our vows and commitments, we work as hard 
and devotedly? Yet this is what we married couples are 
called to strive for in our relationship with each other.  
 
He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21)   
Some more insurance excuses: 
I told the police I was not injured, but upon removing my 
hair, I found that I had a fractured skull. 
I was sure the old fellow would never make it to the other 
side of the road when I struck him. 
The indirect cause of the accident was a little guy in a 
small car with a big mouth. 
I was thrown from my car as it left the road, and was later 
found in a ditch by some stray cows. 
A pedestrian hit me and went under my car. 
I thought my window was down, but I found out it was up 
when I put my head through it. 
To avoid hitting the bumper of the car in front, I struck the 
pedestrian. 
The guy was all over the road. I had to swerve a number 
of times before I hit him. 

Some thoughts on suffering by Christine Fletcher in her 
very helpful book on negotiating well the transition to 
a new stage of life, ‘Saint Benedict for Boomers’: 
“(Towards the end of his earthly life) Pope Saint John 
Paul II accepted medical treatment, including a 
feeding tube when he had difficulties swallowing.  
However, as he became much weaker and it became 
apparent that he had contracted an infection, he 
chose not to go back to the hospital, and died at the 
Vatican a few days later. 
Saint John Paul is an example of what the church is 
asking us to do: accept suffering – whatever life 
throws at us, including sickness, frailty, and 
dependence on others.  Our culture finds this hard to 
understand.  We accept suffering in faith, hope, and 
love: faith that God is our loving father who will bring 
good out of evil, hope that desires God’s kingdom and 
trusts that God will bring us to heaven, and love for 
God and for our neighbors.  However limited we are, 
physically or mentally, we can still choose to accept 
our state as God’s will, and pray with Christ, ‘My 
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet 
not what I want but what you want’ (Matthew 26:39).  
We can be like Christ who set his face for Jerusalem, 
even though he knew that crucifixion awaited him.  He 
chose to be obedient to the Father, and endure his 
trial, scourging and crucifixion. When we accept our 
suffering and unite out will to God’s will, we recover 
our identity as a free son or daughter of God.  
Outwardly nothing may have changed; we might still 
be weak and sick, needing others for our most basic 
human needs.  The world may see a person of no use, 
but the eyes of faith see a spiritual warrior.” 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The October draw took place this week and the lucky 
winners are: 
 

1st Prize (£25) 62 Name withheld 
2nd Prize (£15) 46 Mr. K. Waterman 
3rd Prize (£10) 99 Mr. P. Mahon 
4th Prize (£9) 12 Mrs. K. Goulden 

 

proceeds in aid of the parish syria appeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an application form 
please contact Mike Lang, or Fr. Francis on 01364 645526 
or parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 


