The Abbey Parish Newsletter
15th November, 2020 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish
Liturgical Calendar:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time:
St. Gertrude the Great
Feria
Feria
Feria
St. Edmund
Presentation of Our Lady

Philip Lewis; Ken Mills; George Lewis; Bessie Bennett; William Kennard;
Robert Dundas; Marjorie Coleman; Mathilda Battiscombe; Leila Harris;
Dora Southwort; Petronel Ferens; George Stuart; Arabella Kelso;
Dorothy Mellow; Octavius Hewings; Mildred Beard; Jan Buswell;
Walter Herring-Mason; William Tolley; Kathleen Baker; Mani Le Forse;
Hilda May; Bertha Waller; Stephen Elliott; Margaret Cork;
May they rest in peace

“Oremus pro invicem”

Please pray for those who are sick:
Geraldine Thompson
Margaret McAvoy

If you are self-isolating and need help getting food or medicine, please
give Fr. Francis a call.

Pat Hedges
Fred Cooke

If you or someone you know would like to be included here,
please contact Fr. Francis

Live-streaming of daily Mass and the Divine
Office continues. You can view online in any of
these
places:
www.buckfast.org.uk/live
Youtube.com/c/BuckfastAbbey
Facebook: @buckfastabbeyofficialsite

Phone line for
prayer: call
01364 72768
Parish Priest:

Fr. Francis Straw;
01364 645526;
parish@buckfast.
org.uk

Last weekend’s collections

Abbey 9 a.m.
Abbey 10:30 a.m.
Ashburton 10:30am
South Brent 9 a.m.
Added value through gift aid

Gift Aided

£17.31
£51.37
£6.92
£4.62
£20.05

Online

£5.00
£1.25

Churches in this parish which are currently open for private prayer On Saturday 21st November, from 3 p.m. to 4
p.m., the Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for
at the times indicated:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

St. Dunstan’s, South Brent 10am-11am
St. Benedict’s Buckfastleigh 12pm-1pm
Our Lady of Lourdes & St. Petroc, Ashburton 3pm-4pm
St. Dunstan’s, South Brent 10am-11am
St. Benedict’s, Buckfastleigh 12pm-1pm
Our Lady of Lourdes & St. Petroc, Ashburton 3pm-4pm

Where to find the churches:
St. Dunstan,
New Park,
South Brent
TQ10 9AQ

St. Benedict,
Chapel Street,
Buckfastleigh
TQ11 0AJ

Our Lady of Lourdes &
St. Petroc,
East Street,
Ashburton,
TQ13 7AT

Why not join us in praying the
ANGELUS,
Monday
to
Friday!
During the lockdown, Fr.
Francis is offering to meet
you on Zoom at noon to say
the Angelus and have a few
minutes to chat.
To join in, just ask Fr. Francis to send you the link to click
on, or use:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86140938685?pwd=cVVIT1k
1by96S2RtcnVYL3djL1FZQT09

adoration in the church of Our Lady of Lourdes,
Ashburton. This will take the place of the usual
Holy Hour on the Feast of Christ the King and will
be our response to the request of Cardinal Erdo
of Hungary that we pray for the success of the
Eucharistic Congress due to take place in that
country this year and postponed to 2021.
Although congregational worship is not allowed at
this time, we can pray privately in the same place
at the same time while observing COVID security.
Bishop Mark has
asked that, during
this time, we
include in our
private prayers a
petition for the
world in this time
of pandemic; that
health may be
restored,
friendships
rekindled
and
that those who
have sadly died
may rest in peace.

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/
Usually, on Remembrance Sunday, at least one of our families will attend the Service and Parade and the children lay a
wreath in the school’s name. Along with the rest of the country, we were unable to do this, this year, because of reduced
numbers allowed to attend the services. It had already been arranged, before the latest National Lockdown, that our
wreath would be laid on our behalf by one of the other local representatives. The school also observes the two-minute
silence on Remembrance Day itself. This year, Miss Slack had asked the Pupil Chaplains to prepare prayers for each of
the classes to say to help the other children reflect on the message of remembrance. This they did, along with a short
presentation for each class to follow.
We were still able to help with their fund-raising by offering the British Legion merchandise to the children, although
individual boxes of poppies, wristbands, etc. had to be prepared for each bubble. One benefit of the Covid restrictions
(reducing the number of non-essential items going to and from school) meant that Miss Slack could ask that any
merchandise was taken home and not brought back into school. This meant that the troublesome "slap bands", whilst as
popular as ever amongst the children, were only able to make a brief appearance and the number of slap-related incidents
(both on others and self-inflicted) were almost non-existent this year!
The end of the week brought Children in Need which we marked with a Non-uniform Day but we could not hold any other
fund-raising activities in school. It is funny how I am almost missing the scrum at the end of the day which accompanies a
Cake Sale (notice, I did say "almost", although I am sure, in the fullness of time, I might even look forward to the children
holding one again...).
And finally, with the rain lashing the windows as I write this, staff were more than a little cheered by the completion, on
Friday, of the re-building of the wall alongside the path. This means that the start and end of the day arrangements have
just got a lot easier - the long, long, long walk to and from the car park each morning and afternoon is now just a long
walk. Isn't it funny how a bit of adversity makes us wish for, and appreciate, our "normal" challenges!
An update from the Buckfast Abbey Parish St Vincent de Paul Group
Undaunted by the new national restrictions, our Parish SVP group,
harnessing the delights of modern technology, met last weekend on
Zoom!
Because our previous meeting had been rather dominated by necessary
paperwork, we were keen to direct our energies towards practical action
this time. Our President opened with prayer and a reading from the Epistle
of James, where we were reminded of the importance of deeds to
accompany our faith - walking the walk.
We then had a lively and interesting discussion about Positive Actionways in which we can make a real difference within our community,
sharing the love of Christ. We thought about those members from each
of our churches in the Parish whom we have not been able to see for a
long time and Father Francis talked about his take on “Craftivism”spreading a message of love and care through handmade gifts. Our
youngest member, Jude, had already had a think about this and showed
us a beautiful bookmark he had made. He is now producing a range of
these for us to use as gifts at Christmas. Another lovely idea which was
well received was a “Giving Garden” and under the guidance of some of
the gardening gurus in our group, we are hoping to create an SVP garden
which will grow produce and flowers to be given away. Father Francis is
tasked with locating a suitable venue!
Perhaps one of the most encouraging aspects of our group, is the breadth
of ages represented, and no matter whether young or old, there are
positive things we can all do- be it making gifts, phoning those who are
isolated, visiting when we are able to do so or our more senior members
sharing their experience and being a great source of encouragement and
of course praying for those who will be out and about.
Our meeting ended with prayer led by Father Francis.
We will be gathering again in December and if you are interested in
becoming involved yourself, we would love to hear from you. Please get
in with touch with Father Francis, Mike Lang or Kelvin and Rachel Ellacott.
Marriage Matters:
Reflections on the Sunday readings.
Our love must be nourished
The parable of the talents could be compared to our marriage
and the consequences if we, like the lazy servant, do not
work at our relationship. Avoiding conflict can mean that the
opportunity for forgiveness and growth is allowed to pass by.
Let’s not allow our love for each other to simply slip away,
but work to keep our life flourishing.

Our parish remembrance service went ahead last
Sunday and the monks were very pleased to be joined
by about twenty other parishioners in this simple, yet
moving, act.
The parish cemetery lych-gate
incorporates a memorial plaque on which the names
of parishioners who gave their lives in the two World
Wars are inscribed. These were read out and prayers
were said for them and for all who have died in armed
conflict.

He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with
rejoicing” (Job 8:21)
One day the zoo-keeper noticed that the monkey was
reading two books - the Bible and Darwin's The Origin of
Species. In surprise he asked the ape, "Why are you
reading both those books"? "Well," said the monkey, "I
just wanted to know if I was my brother's keeper or my
keeper's brother."

