
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

 

22nd November, 2020 Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

 
 Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Br. Laurence Donnelly; Gregory Noblet; Patience Stubbs; Nora Biggle; Bessie 
Davis; St. John Molesworth; Alfred Howe; Thomas Barry; Hazel Clarke; 

Michael Ashton; Elizabeth Tremlett; Kathleen Bond; Kenneth Litster;  Joan 
Jeffrey; Anne Morrin; Mary Scarrett; Diana Copeland; Audrey Cole; Agnes 

Warren Vernon; Sheila Bissett; Nina Wallis; 
 

May they rest in peace  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Margaret McAvoy Fred Cooke 

  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included here, 
please contact Fr. Francis 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday St. Columban 
Tuesday The Martyrs of Vietnam 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. Sylvester 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Feria 

 

If you are self-isolating and need help getting food or medicine, please 
give Fr. Francis a call. 

Live-streaming of daily Mass and the Divine 
Office continues. You can view online in any of 
these places: www.buckfast.org.uk/live  
Youtube.com/c/BuckfastAbbey   
Facebook: @buckfastabbeyofficialsite     
 

 

Last weekend’s collections Gift Aided Online 

Abbey 9 a.m. £17.31  
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £51.37 £10.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £6.92 £5.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £4.62  

Added value through gift aid £20.05 £3.75 
 

Phone line for 
prayer: call  

01364 72768 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.

org.uk 

Why not join us in praying the ANGELUS, Monday to Friday! 
During the lockdown, Fr. Francis is offering to meet you on Zoom at noon to say the Angelus and have a few minutes to chat.   
To join in, just ask Fr. Francis to send you the link to click on, or use: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86140938685?pwd=cVVIT1k1by96S2RtcnVYL3djL1FZQT09  

 

Asked to write a little introduction about myself for the newsletter, where does 
one start? It’s a little over a month since I entered Buckfast Abbey to begin as a 
postulant. ‘Like the deer that yearns for running streams’ so it seems I have been 
much preoccupied throughout my life with the notion of becoming a monk. It 
has stayed with me and even if disappearing somewhere into the subconscious 
for a time, it would later resurface again. Once I set about delving into the 
Benedictine monastic life to learn what it was, I knew I had found something 
precious, a spiritual pathway clearly laid out and which resonated with me on a 
personal level.  
There were other religious houses closer to where I lived in West London that I 
could have visited for a retreat but this abbey down in the Devon countryside 
with the likeable name of Buckfast captured my interest. When I made my first 
retreat at Buckfast in 2007, I was indeed struck by the beauty of my 
surroundings, not least of which was the abbey itself.  

Early rising in the monastic guesthouse and making my way down the stairwell, along the cloister and through the heavy panelled 
door into the nave of the church for Matins seemed to me like the perfect way to start the day! Well, after several more visits, 
including a Buckfast philosophy summer school in 2013, I am here again but now on the other side of the cloister, to try my vocation. 
I was born and raised in Auckland, New Zealand. My family are spread out over the globe, namely Australia, New Zealand, Bali and 
Yorkshire, my brother, sister and myself all living in different countries. Raised in a catholic household I attended St Ignatius primary 
school in Auckland followed by Sacred Heart College. I’ve turned my hand to many things and lived in different countries and towns, 
landscape gardener, bricklayer, soldier, hospitality, security, House of Lords doorkeeper, police and more recently nursing for the last 
5 years in a mental health intensive care unit in Blackpool. Along the way I gained a BA in Philosophy and English and an MPhil in 
Criminology. All these different challenges and experiences have been valuable formative experiences in my life thus far, but perhaps 
this one right now may turn out to be the most significant! I feel blessed for this opportunity to try my vocation at Buckfast and 
grateful to all for your warm welcome and kindness. Your prayers also would be much appreciated.   

Brother Mark Moriarty 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Churches in this parish which are open for private prayer: 
Monday St. Dunstan’s, South Brent 10am-11am 
Tuesday St. Benedict’s Buckfastleigh 12pm-1pm 
Wednesday Our Lady of Lourdes & St. Petroc, 

Ashburton 3pm-4pm 
Thursday St. Dunstan’s, South Brent 10am-11am 
Friday St. Benedict’s, Buckfastleigh 12pm-1pm 
Saturday Our Lady of Lourdes & St. Petroc, 

Ashburton 3pm-4pm 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
 

I think it is safe to say, whatever happens between now and the end of term, Advent and Christmas in school will be very 
muted affairs, both figuratively and in real life. Usually, by this point in the term, practising the carols for the Annual Carol 
Concert would have reached about point 5 on the frenzy-o-meter. This year, only small groups of children are allowed to 
sing, quietly, and there are no whole school gatherings of any kind, let alone all sitting in the hall for an hour or so, belting 
out some great tunes. Letters would also have long since gone out informing parents of their child's role in any forthcoming 
performance. One thing is sure, sales of cute Nativity outfits will have plummeted this year.  
However, the resultant feeling of unaccustomed calm, at this time of year, allows space for us all to be a bit more reflective 
and find different ways to share the Christmas message. For example, the Meldonites, our smallest children, have created 
the pictures for a Nativity book and are learning to sign (language) some carols to go with it. (I am proud to say that virtually 
the whole school can faultlessly sign Silent Night.) Their class teacher, Mrs Teeder, is going to make a video / e book out 
of it for the parents. It will be very interesting to see how it turns out. 
In other news, as you may know, each week the children have a prayer focus which is based on Sunday's Gospel reading. 
There is a word of the week and a little prayer which we include in the weekly newsletter to parents. This week, the word 
is "kindness" - something we think we can all do very easily, particularly in these tough times. However, in the prayer we 
ask for help in being kind even to people whom we don't like or who annoy us, because, by being kind to them, we are 
being kind to Jesus. I am sure I am not alone in trying to skip over the words at that point or list the people, in my mind, 
for whom it doesn't apply and why, but I am afraid that is the challenge of the week. Even now I am wriggling uncomfortably 
in my chair at what that means for me.... still, I have some spare time with a quiet Christmas coming up so I could use it 
to work on my kindness skills!  

Marriage Matters:    
Reflections on the Sunday readings.   
Called to be symbols of the way Jesus loves 
Jesus says that those who respond to others are in 
effect responding to him. Our call as married couples 
is to be a symbol of Jesus’ love for us. In each small 
way that we show our love: doing little jobs, spending 
quality time together, listening, forgiving and making 
up, we are responding to that call and nourishing one 
another. 

He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with  
rejoicing” (Job 8:21)   Some random thoughts: 
Moses was leading the chosen people through the desert 
for 40 years.  It seems that even in biblical times men 
avoided asking the way… 
 

Did Noah include termites in the ark???   
                    

I’ve noticed that everyone who is pro-abortion has already been born. 
 

Déjà vu: When God thinks something you’ve done is so funny he rewinds it to show his friends. 
 

If God is your co-pilot – swap seats. 

A Statement issued by the Bishops of England and Wales at their 
meeting last week: 
Since the Spring we have faced some serious challenges in our 
country: for some the loss of a loved one, of a livelihood, of 
contact with friends and family.  As a Catholic community we 
have also suffered the closure of our churches for communal 
worship and fellowship.  Particular challenges have been in 
caring for the sick and dying in our hospitals and care homes, and 
for those in prisons where access has not always been easy or 
indeed possible. 
While the Bishops are thankful to all healthcare staff for their 
hard work and dedication throughout the pandemic, we would 
like to acknowledge the work of our healthcare chaplains.  
Bringing the solace of the Sacraments and praying with the sick, 
spending time with families and supporting medical staff has 
been and continues to be greatly valued across the healthcare 
sector and beyond.  
We understand from our chaplains how difficult conditions are 
in prisons at this time.  The role of the prison chaplain brings 
consolation to many of those who can suffer from isolation, 
mental difficulties and fear.  They also support prison staff and 
all who work in this sector. Their presence is a true sign of the 
Gospel. 
We encourage all our chaplains to persevere in their vital and 
varied ministries and thank them for all they do in bringing the 
hope and peace of Our Lord to those in need 

My name is Daniel Murray and I lead the Religious Studies department at South Dartmoor Community College. We have recently 
started a Christmas appeal involving a small team of teachers who would like to reach out further to our local community by 
producing and then deliver Christmas food parcels to some of our most vulnerable families.  
Like all schools in Britain, South Dartmoor has a number of students who come from disadvantaged backgrounds and their situation 
has been worsened by Covid-19. We also have another wave of students who have more recently been impacted on, due to family 
members being furloughed or made redundant.  
 On Christmas Eve or on a date very near to the 24th of December we would like to offer our most vulnerable families items like tins 
of biscuits, chocolate, clementine’s, Christmas cake/pudding and other appropriate foodstuffs, which are synonymous Christmas. 
Students at South Dartmoor are already kindly giving and are handing in items during their RS lessons. 
 Our community at South Dartmoor would be very grateful if you could inform your attending congregation (via live stream) of our 
Christmas initiative by kindly asking for appropriate foods items or the donation of things people have made like knitting dolls, 
clothes etc. We could match extra non-food items to the right family. I am very happy to introduce myself and speak further about 
our appeal.     DMurray1@southdartmoor.devon.sch.uk 


