
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Aid to the Church in Need.  Syria, 2020: 
“From Qara city, north of Damascus, came a heart-rending report 
about a mother with a disabled daughter called Maria and how 
they had run out of money to heat their home. Maria’s mother 
said: “To keep my girl warm, we have been burning clothes that 
we no longer use.” 
“Almost two in every three people in Syria are displaced”, many 
of them struggling to get enough food. And, with an 
infrastructure shattered by nine years of war, the country is 
totally at the mercy of the coronavirus. 
Sister Annie Demerjian, who is helping hundreds of vulnerable 
families in Aleppo and Damascus, said: “To all our ACN 
benefactors we say sincerely: ‘Thank you for your enormous 
generosity.’” 
This weekend we would have had one of our Parish’s regular 
collections for the people in need in Syria.  Please consider giving 
directly to Aid to the Church in Need via their website: 
https://acnuk.org/get-involved/donate/ 
On that page you can  
select Syria as the place  
where you would like your 
 donation to help.  Thank  
you. As the monks have  
been accustomed to  
match the parish collection 
on these occasions, we will 
 be giving £1,000, which  
is usually the sort of amount you generous parishioners give. 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 
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Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: 11 a.m. on Saturdays in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 

Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Edith Sibeth; Kathleen Cawley; Margaret Fennell; Edward Phillipps; Beryl 
Gompertz; Margaret Sawdye; Edith Major; Anne Leitch; Johanna Beck; Mary 

Wood; Mary Shea; Frederick Ratcliff; Thomas Morrin; Lena French; Mary 
Kennard; Florence Lewis; Henry Schiller; Abbot Placid Hooper; Dom Adam 

Hamilton; Emily Hare; Reginald Middleton; Arthur Salter; Dorothy Whileblood; 
 

May they rest in peace  

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday St. Ambrose 
Tuesday Immaculate Conception of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Wednesday Advent 
Thursday Advent 

Friday Advent 
Saturday Advent 

 If you are self-isolating and need help getting food or medicine, please 
give Fr. Francis a call. 

Live-streaming of daily Mass and the Divine 
Office continues. You can view online in any 
of these places: www.buckfast.org.uk/live  
Youtube.com/c/BuckfastAbbey   
Facebook: @buckfastabbeyofficialsite     

 

Last weekend’s collections Gift Aided Online 

Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat   
Abbey 9 a.m. £17.31  
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £51.37  
Ashburton 10:30am £6.92 £5.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £4.62 £40.00 

Added value through gift aid £20.05 £11.25 
 

Phone line for 
prayer: call  

01364 72768 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Margaret McAvoy Fred Cooke 

John Goulden  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included here, 
please contact Fr. Francis 

Christmas Masses in this Parish 
Christmas Masses on 24th/25th December will be 
said at the usual times: 
 

24th December  
9:30 p.m. Ashburton 
Midnight Abbey  

 
25th December    

9 a.m. Blessed Sacrament Chapel  
9 a.m. South Brent 

10:30 a.m. Buckfastleigh 
10:30 a.m. Abbey 

 
 

Reservations must be made in the usual way. At 
this time it is particularly important to remember 
that we are obliged to turn away people without 
a reservation if the COVID-SECURE capacity of the 
church is reached.   
So, if the words FULLY BOOKED appear against a 
Mass on the Abbey website, please consider 
attending one of the other five Christmas Masses.  
It’s also worth remembering Bishop Mark’s 
comment that, in these challenging times, it would 
be reasonable to fulfil one’s Christmas duties by 
attending a Mass during the Octave, rather than 
on Christmas Day itself. 
 
*To assist with your Christmas planning, it will be 
possible to make reservations on the Abbey 
website for attending a Christmas Mass from 
Friday 11th December, so two weeks before the 
event, rather than the usual one week in advance. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
 

Well, despite Covid’s best efforts, a bit of Christmas has been seeping into school here and there. Christmas decorations 
have been put up in some classes - safe in the knowledge that they have definitely been quarantined sufficiently, having 
not seen the light of day since last year. There have been some reports of singing going on which was causing some 
consternation because, on a serious note (pardon the pun), singing has not been allowed in groups of more than fifteen 
children and whether or not it is worth the risk has divided staff over recent months. It transpired that one of the culprits 
was Meldon Class, our titchy children. You may remember that they are learning to sign, rather than sing, accompaniment 
for their Christmas book. Further investigation revealed that they are learning to sign “We wish you a merry Christmas“ 
but kept breaking into song as they did it. They are now having to say the words, rather than sing them, whilst signing 
them! Having tried to do this all morning, I have put it in the same category as patting your head and rubbing your stomach 
simultaneously - it is almost impossible! This week’s challenge is to say “We wish you a merry Christmas” without breaking 
into a rhythm and then into song. Then add the thought that you are trying to do sign language to the words and I am sure 
you will find the powers of concentration required are huge.... 
Elsewhere, Burrator were lucky enough to receive a delivery of goodies to help them take part in the online St Nick's Day, 
put on by the Abbey Education Department. One of the requirements was that silly socks should be worn and a donation 
given for African charities and evidence of what we were confronted with has been sent to Fr Francis. Some people also 
used it as an opportunity to wear their Crocs, just the thought of which makes me shudder. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next week, Venford and Avon will be preparing Covid secure 
Christingles as part of their "Come and See" RE lessons. I am 
not sure which elements have been replaced or omitted to get 
them past our food-related risk assessments but, hopefully, we 
will have some photographic evidence to share next week. 
Talking of photographic evidence, if any were needed, that little 
children are very cute at Christmas, even if they are only 
adorned with their uniform and a star headband and not the full 
nativity outfits, our littlest children were photographed for the 
local newspaper's Christmas section. I am sure you will agree 
they are off the scale for cuteness! 

Marriage Matters:    
Reflections on the Sunday readings.   
Let us be a sign for all 
A voice cries “Prepare in the wilderness a 
way for the Lord”.  Sometimes life can 
seem to be a wilderness as we look 
ahead. If we try to live today to the best of 
our abilities, removing those attitudes and 
behaviours that prevent us from being 
better husbands and wives, then we can 
become a clearer ‘signpost’ for everyone. 

 “Fifty Catholic Churches to See Before You Die” by Elena 
Curti. 
The publishers have now written to Fr. Francis, pointing 
out that Buckfast Abbey is one of the churches featured 
and offering the book to our friends and parishioners at a 
special price of £12 each if between 10 and 19 are 
ordered and £10 each if 20 or more are ordered.  The 
normal retail price is £14.99.  If anyone would like to buy 
a copy, please contact Fr. Francis.  If there are 10 or more 
requests, he will notify you of the price (£12 or £10) and, 
once the money has been received by him, he will order 
the books. 

 

 

 

From the Diocesan Youth Officer: I am beavering away with new projects for the 
Youth across the diocese. We have just completed an online drama series where a 
group of young people Year 6 - Year 13 have produced an alternative nativity play. 
Look out on The Diocese of Plymouth Youth Events Facebook page and Diocese of 
Plymouth Youth YouTube channel to see the completed version.   
Look out on the Diocese of Youth Facebook page, young people have created daily 
reflections or clips on Advent and Christmas activities. These are a great way to 
help us reflect upon this time of year and prepare for the coming of Christ.  
If you would like to hear about future events or have a skill to offer the young 
people in our diocese, please contact me Saskia: at youth@prcdtr.org.uk  

Stop Press! 
 At their meeting on Saturday, the St. Vincent de Paul Group 
in the parish decided to ask you for items which can be given 
to families in need whose children attend South Dartmoor 
School.  This is following the appeal made in the newsletter 
recently by the head of RE at that school.  Please bring to 
church next weekend: tins of biscuits, chocolate, 
clementines, Christmas cake/pudding and other appropriate 
foodstuffs, which are synonymous Christmas.  These will be 
taken to the school and they will distribute them on 
Christmas Eve. 
Thank you! 


