The Abbey Parish Newsletter
20th December, 2020 Fourth Sunday of Advent

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish

Confessions: 11 a.m. on Saturdays in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish

Liturgical Calendar:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time:
Advent
Advent
Advent
Advent
Nativity of the Lord
St. Stephen

Gladys Robinson; Thomas James; Beatrice Mills; Esther Benest; Anne Saunders;
Mgr. Charles Smith; Bessie Jefferey; Dom Anthony de Guingand;
Dom Mark Strahl; Frederick Willington; Agnes Northcott; Mary Berington;
Agnes Doyne; Mary Walker; John Stuart; Abbot Anscar Vonier; John Scarrett;
Cecilia Pope; Edward Conlon; St. George Delisle Gray;
Dom Henry Lindeman; Paul Witt;
May they rest in peace

“Oremus pro invicem”

If you are self-isolating and need help getting food or medicine, please
give Fr. Francis a call.

Please pray for those who are sick:
Geraldine Thompson
Margaret McAvoy
John Goulden

Pat Hedges
Fred Cooke

If you or someone you know would like to be included here,
please contact Fr. Francis

Live-streaming of daily Mass and the Divine
Office continues. You can view online in any of
these
places:
www.buckfast.org.uk/live
Youtube.com/c/BuckfastAbbey
Facebook: @buckfastabbeyofficialsite

Fr. Francis and all the monastic
community are most grateful for the
many Christmas greetings they have
received. They wish you all the joy of
knowing that, in Jesus, born of Mary,
God is with us.

This photograph shows the magnificent
collection of goodies assembled by our
Parish SVP Group to give to the RE
Department of South Dartmoor School
following their appeal for some simple treats
to distribute to those pupils and their
families who could do with a little extra help
this Christmas. May God bless them with joy
and peace.
May all of you who have
been so generous know
the eternal reward of your
compassion.

Last weekend’s collections

Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat
Abbey 9 a.m.
Abbey 10:30 a.m.
Ashburton 10:30am
South Brent 9 a.m.
Added value through gift aid

Christmas Masses in this Parish
Christmas Masses on 24th/25th December
will be said at the usual times:

£4.00
£31.99
£72.10
£10.00
£0.00

Gift Aided

Online

£15.00
£17.31
£106.37
£6.92
£24.62
£38.81

£20.00
£5.00
£6.25

Please pray for the repose of
the soul of
Grace Donovan

24th December
9:30 p.m. Ashburton
Midnight Abbey
25th December
9 a.m. Blessed Sacrament Chapel
9 a.m. South Brent
10:30 a.m. Buckfastleigh
10:30 a.m. Abbey
Reservations must be made in the usual
way. At this time, it is particularly important
to remember that we are obliged to turn
away people without a reservation if the
COVID-SECURE capacity of the church is
reached.
To
reserve
places,
please
https://www.buckfast.org.uk/

visit:

Widow of Peter and
beloved mother of John.
Who died on 12th December
Grace’s funeral service will take
place in the Blessed Sacrament
Chapel at 10.30 a.m. on
Wednesday 23rd December

Marriage Matters: Reflections on the Sunday readings.
Listening is a way of loving
David, Paul and Mary listened to God, changed their plans
and way of life. Before marrying we listened intently and
consequently felt loved and cherished. Today, with the
pressures of everyday living, our listening can be impaired.
We need constantly to overcome the temptation to just
‘hear’ what’s said, and work on listening with our hearts,
eyes and full attention.

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/
I think it is fair to say that the overwhelming feeling in school as we reached Friday at 3.30pm was one of relief! Phew!
We made it! It has felt like a long hard road this far through the pandemic and we still have a way to go but learning has
continued throughout at St Mary’s and our attendance rate this far into the year is 97.4%. This does not include days off
when children have been absent due to having to self-isolate (which has only been a mere handful in itself) but it shows
that, when the children can be in, they have been in.
However, although at times it has felt tough, there have been many positives. One slightly unexpected one is the
increased independence of all the children in taking care of their belongings and, particularly for the titchy ones, getting
the chance to do their own zips and buttons up! Allow me to explain. Under normal circumstances, parents can often be
seen arriving in school carrying their child's bag or lunchbox whilst the children arrive carefree and unencumbered.
Parents then, kindly, help their children out of their coat and put their bags, etc. on their pegs for them. It is often worse
at the end of the day when children of all sizes seem to have perfected the "bag / coat offload". This is where they
manage to fling / deposit their coats, bags, lunchboxes, letters, jumpers and anything else to hand onto their parents
who suddenly find themselves resembling pack horses for the long haul up the hill. Many children are so skilled at this
that it is not unusual for a parent to only notice after it has happened and the children are but a speck in the distance,
gambolling away across the field. Now that the parents are having to leave and collect their children at the gate, the
children are having to do (or at least try to do) all these things for themselves which is a good thing! This week, I had to
deliver a message to Meldon, the class for our titchiest children, and, as I arrived, three small boys were standing heads
down, in great concentration, trying to do their coat zips up. When I left a couple of minutes later, two of the three were
still there, still determinedly trying to get their zip ends lined up. That is resilience! Whilst it may seem kind to intervene, it
is not ultimately the most helpful thing to do. It will be interesting to see if we shall be able to perpetuate these new
found opportunities for independence when "normal" life ultimately resumes.
On a completely different note, the Christmas celebrations for each class are now available to enjoy on our website
(www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk ) under "news and events". I think you will be impressed by the signing capabilities of our
three- and four-year-olds!
Merry Christmas!
The Bishops’ Conferences has brought this to our attention:
“Right to Life UK has issued an e-Action campaign, asking people to write to their Member of Parliament to ask for their
commitment to preventing the legalisation of assisted suicide.Right to Life UK says:“The assisted suicide lobby are
currently running a large campaign to put pressure on the Government to reconsider the legalisation of assisted
suicide.“Thankfully, the Government has recently resisted these attempts and emphasised their commitment to neutrality
on this issue.“It is vital that the Government continues to hold strong against pressure from assisted suicide campaigners
and rejects their demands.”Take action!We strongly encourage all Catholics to take part in this e-Action campaign. You
can make your voice heard and contact your MP by simply entering your postcode and following the subsequent steps
here: https://righttolife.org.uk/stopassistedsuicide
Pax Christi International and its Catholic Nonviolence Initiative has announced the publication of Advancing Nonviolence
and Just Peace in the Church and the World. This is the culmination of a three-year global conversation among church
leaders, community organisers, activists, social scientists and theologians about how the Catholic Church might promote
its Gospel message of nonviolence. The book shares the experiences of on-the-ground non-violent interventions, explores
the scriptural, theological and historical foundations of nonviolence, reviews the current social science on how nonviolence
has been effectively employed. Advancing Nonviolence and Just Peace is a biblical, theological, ethical, pastoral and
strategic resource.
Themes It answers commonly asked questions about active nonviolence and Catholic social teaching, including:
Does nonviolence work to resolve conflict? What did Jesus and the Bible say about nonviolence? What has the Church
taught about nonviolence? Is nonviolence the same as pacifism? How are they different?
Advancing Nonviolence and Just Peace explores the foundations of Catholic thinking about nonviolence. It includes
reviews of papal statements and church documents, a survey of the biblical teaching from the Hebrew Bible and Christian
scriptures, a review of contemporary theological research on nonviolence, and dozens of recommendations for further
discernment on how the Church might live into its Gospel nonviolence mandate.The Catholic Nonviolence Initiative is a
project of Pax Christi International, initiated in 2016 at a conference co-sponsored with the Vatican to advance Catholic
thought on nonviolence.
He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21)
There was this man who had a dog. He came home one day, and his dog was lying very
still, apparently not breathing.
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;
In great distress, he took his beloved pet to the vet. He told the vet of his problem, and
01364 645526;
the vet said that there was a sure-fire way to see if the dog was indeed dead.
parish@buckfast.org.uk
He left the room and returned with a cat. He rubbed the cat in the dog’s face. Nothing.
He tried again. Still the dog lay motionless. Not one to give up easily – the vet could see how sad the man looked – he
tried once more.
Was that a twitch of the dog’s whiskers? Surely the man couldn’t be mistaken: he was sure he saw a slight flaring of the
dog’s nostrils. Wonder of wonders! All of a sudden, the dog sat up and began to bark (the feline – perhaps we should
call him a cat-alyst – beat a hasty retreat)
The man was overjoyed; he couldn’t thank the vet enough. He asked how much he owed him. “£550 he replied" The
man loved his dog and would have paid anything to get him back to his old self, but this seemed a bit steep. He asked
the vet to explain. The vet said, "Well, it’s only £50 for the visit, but you know how expensive medical procedures can
be: I’m afraid it costs £500 for the cat-scan..."
Phone line for prayer: call
01364 72768

