
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 
 

28th February, 2021 Second Sunday of Lent 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: On request after 1205 Masses in Ashburton 

Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Elizabeth Nicholls; May Sanders; Rev. Edwin Russell; Mary Davies; Charles 
Messer; Kathleen Davies; Charles Norton; Rosina Barber; Dom Antony Staerk; 

Lucille Tolley; Dudley Persse; Alicia Mary Palmer; Dom Michael Craig-McFeely; 
Ian Stevens; M. Radford; Hilda Robinson; Dorothy Green; Robert Turnbull; 

Dom Pascal Dowling; Isobel McMurtrie; Cecil Tancred; Beatrice Lewis; 
 

May they rest in peace  

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday St. David 
Tuesday Lent 

Wednesday Lent 
Thursday Lent 

Friday Lent 
Saturday Lent 

 

If you are self-isolating and need help getting food or medicine, 
please give Fr. Francis a call. 

Live-streaming of daily Mass and the Divine 
Office continues. You can view online in any of 
these places: www.buckfast.org.uk/live  
Youtube.com/c/BuckfastAbbey   
Facebook: @buckfastabbeyofficialsite     

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided Online 

Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £2.00 £25.00  
Abbey 9 a.m. £16.00 £17.31  
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £40.61 £5.00 £130.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £10.00 £58.30  
South Brent 9 a.m. £15.00 £29.62  

Added value through gift aid   £27.56 £32.50 
To donate on line, visit https://www.buckfast.org.uk/donate and scroll down 
to select which Mass you normally attend. 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Margaret McAvoy Fred Cooke 

John Goulden  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included here, 
please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: call 01364 72768 

Parish SVP Group 
Last weekend, our Parish SVP group met once again on Zoom-a very positive and enjoyable meeting full of ideas and good 
humour; we are learning how to chat more naturally on Zoom!  
We were delighted to welcome a new member to our group and hope others will join us. 
After devotions, and the usual business of paperwork and finance, we turned our attentions to the work of the SVP both now 
and in the future.  We are trying to maintain contact with those unable to attend church at the moment, as well as those who 
are house-bound, and Jude is cracking on with our Easter Greetings campaign.  
As we thought about our parish and its needs, we began to discuss future ventures, looking forward to the time when we 
can meet up again and make visits. We have several ideas under consideration and hope that once restrictions are lifted, 
we might be able to invite you to come along and enjoy some SVP social events. Watch this space! 
If you, or someone you know might benefit from contact with an SVP member, for a phone call or help in a practical way, 
please do let Father Francis know.  
 

The SVP Communications Team, sends out newsletters to members and this month has included an appeal which is detailed 
below: 
“In response to the pandemic several St Vincent’s shops have adapted the way they sell and are successfully exploring 
online retail. However, the staff who are supporting this new venture are reliant on smart technology to be able to upload 
pictures and videos of their stock. The shops currently rely on the goodwill of staff to use their own devices, however by the 
end of lockdown the SVP would like to be in a position where every shop taking part in online selling has access to a tablet, 
so that they are better placed to sell more effectively on eBay, Facebook Marketplace and Instagram, raise more funds and, 
in turn, increase awareness of the Society. 
We are therefore appealing to all members and staff to donate any unwanted tablets or similar devices that meet the 
following:  Fully functional;  Able to hold charge;  Have a working camera; Have been factory reset (Contact Fr. Francis if 
you want someone to do this for you); If it is locked to a SIM, please advise by labelling the back of the tablet 
If you do have a suitable device, and are willing to donate it to help raise further funds and awareness for the SVP, please 
send it, well packaged, to: 
FTAO Simon Arnold, St Vincent’s, Rees Way, Allenby House, Bradford BD3 0DZ” 
 
 
 

Our meeting ended with prayer led by Father Francis. We will be gathering again in March and  
if you are interested in becoming involved yourself, we would love to hear from you. Please  
get in with touch with Father Francis, Mike Lang or Kelvin and Rachel Ellacott. 
  



 
 

 

Hee, hee!  When Joe was a little boy, he took fiddle lessons.  One day while he was practising, scraping 
dismally back and forth with his bow, his dog set up a plaintive wailing and howling.  Finally Joan, who was trying to do her 
homework, stuck her head into the room where her brother was practising.  “For goodness’ sake!” she complained.  “Can’t 
you play something the dog doesn’t know?” 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   http://www.st-
marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

 

We are currently in the midst of Fairtrade Fortnight. As a school, we 
have gained our Fairaware School Award and we are now working 
toward our Fairactive School Award. As part of our work on this, our 
older children, those in Burrator and Fernworthy, took part in a 
Fairtrade Conference with Devon Development Education (DDE) and 
learnt about where bananas come from and the importance of 
supporting ‘fair trade’ for the farmers who grow them. The DDE had 
also sent banana fibre, which came from Nepal, so that the children 
could make friendship bracelets with it. The children watched a video 
about farmers who grow bananas and have written letters to the 
farmers in the video.   When all pupils return to school our "Fairtrade 
prefects", children who are working with Mrs Kerswell on this 
(Fernworthy's class teacher), will lead a whole school campaign to 
encourage the school community to choose Fairtrade products. 
At the other end of the techno scale, on Friday, surfaces across my 
office were covered with Chromebooks which the school has 
accumulated through investment, donation from our Friends 
Association and current government initiatives. All needed starting up 
and enrolling onto our school "OU" (whatever that is, and it isn't the 
Open University). Hopefully, with our new speedy broadband, we shall 
now be more than able to supercharge the children's computing skills 
which have already been boosted by the challenges and opportunities 
of home learning. 
We shall be spending the coming week preparing for the return of all 
our children next Monday. Safety measures in place will be very similar 
to those adopted in September with the continuation of separate 
"bubbles" of classes and enhanced cleaning routines but with the 
additional security of increased Covid testing for staff and the 
vaccination programme. Although I am sure there will be some 
assessment tests carried out on the children's learning, it is an unusual 
year in a school when it turns out the staff have been "tested" even 
more times than all the children combined! 

              

        
 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings.   
Free to be ourselves  
Sometimes we can be overwhelmed by each other’s generous 
sensitivity, thoughtfulness and kindness which have helped us grow in 
confidence to share our deepest feelings, fears and joys. Let us try this 
week to find ways of growing in that confidence and trust so that in our 
relationship we radiate God’s joy through the way we love each other.   

World Day of Prayer 
From Ashburton: 
The churches in Ashburton are encouraging 
people to join in the zoom event organised by 
Churches Together in Newton Abbot on Friday 
5th March at 2.30 p.m. 
The Zoom link for the service is 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85815574394  
Meeting ID: 858 1557 4394 – no password 
 

There is usually a collection at the service.  This 
year there are three ways to donate:  
Use the donate button on our website 
www.wwdp.org.uk   
Send a cheque to the office made payable to 
WDP 
Donate by text  TEXT 2021WDP 5 TO 70085 
TO DONATE £5.  Any amount can be donated 
up to £40 just add the sum after 2021WDP and 
your text will cost the amount plus one standard 
rate message. 
 

From South Brent: 
The World Day of Prayer was to be held in St 
Dunstan’s Church on Friday 5th March, the 
decision has been taken to move the date to the 
summer when restrictions will be less severe. 
However, we are all asked to remember and 
pray for the inhabitants of the Islands of 
Vanuatu on Friday, who have prepared the 
service for this year. Although they have only 
had one case of Covid-19, the tourist industry, 
on which they rely and all flights to Auckland 
have ceased, they are severely affected along 
with the severe weather experienced there. 
 

Prayer for Vanuatu 
For the beautiful Islands of the South Pacific, 
Vanuatu with its coral reefs,  
Tropical coloured fishes and black and white 
sandy beaches 
We thank you 
For Beautiful Vanuatu 
We thank you 
For Port Vila, the largest city, 
For traditional foods 
Salu-salu, attires, dances and songs, 
For baskets and woven placemats 
We thank you 
For Beautiful Vanuatu 
We thank you 
Blessings beyond measure 
Given to Ni-Vanuatu. 
Fertile lands, fresh air, sunshine too, 
For blue waters of the isles 
We thank you 
For beautiful Vanuatu 
We thank you 

Parish Stations of the Cross on Zoom 
Fridays in Lent at 7.05 p.m.  To Join Zoom Meeting, click on: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86296362027?pwd=NkRKa2QrTkE1dUpM
UCtOWXVqYkxaZz09   
Meeting ID: 862 9636 2027 Passcode: 507713 

 

Destruction in 
Vanuatu caused 
by Cyclone 
Harold, April 
2020 
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